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PHEFACE

i'ne purpose of this Thesis is to show how the British

Parliament by its unjust legislation for Ireland, caused

discontent and misery among the Irish people, and how by later

Agrarian legislation. ~ The Land Acts of 1870, 1881 and 1885 -

I it tried to remedy some of these evils.
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CHAP-TER 1
A SKETCH OF THE IRISH DIFFICULTIES BEFORE 1870

"The fundamental cause of the discontent of the
Irish lies in the fact that Ireland is a conquered country
and that the Irish are a subject race".-*-

As early as the twelfth century the Norman kings
invaded lIreland. In 1172 an official lordship vas established
over lIreland by him? Henry Il. The-English settled in a
region around Dublin which became known as the Pale.s The
various conquests by English rulers has been followed by
extensive confiscations. In 1652 a great eonfiscation,
known as the Cromwellian Settlement was consummated as a
punishment for the Irish who favored diaries | against
Parliament. large sections of the provinces of Leinster
and Munster were confiscated and given to the Englishmen.
Another great confiscation followed the history of King
y/ill.iam over the Irish at the Battle of the Boyne in 1690,
when large tracts were given to the favorites of the ling.®
Ireland was almost exclusively an agricultural country.
The land was chiefly owned, not by those who lived on it
and tilled if, but by a comcaratively small number of

landlords, many of these were English absentees, who rarely2

1. .Eazen. "harlcs Downer, Europe Since 1915, Hew York;
Henry : It and Company; 1910, Oh.XX, p. 467
2. Schapiro. J. Salwyn, Modern and Contemporary European
ills tory , Boston, Houghton M ifflin Company, Oh.XIV, p. 28s,

3. Schapiro Op. Pit. p. 384
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If ever came to lIreland, and. who regarded their estates solely
as a source of revenue. [I'ne business relations with the
tenants were carried on by agents or bailiffs who often
treated the tenants most unjustly. as there was no
competition among the landlords to rent their land, the
tenants were not treated with liberality or consideration.4*
Before the close of the seventeenth Century a system of
legislation was devised, by the English Government which had
for its object the degradation, if not the destruction ox
the Irish people. 1o Catholic could vote or hold office.
All education had to be under Protestant auspices, and
Catholics were not permitted to enter any liberal profession
except that of medicine. Sto Iri3h Catholic could inherit

or buy land from a Protestant or lease it for a period
longer than thirty-one years. A special tax was laid on

all Catholics engaged in industry, and they were forbidden
to employ more than two working men. Driven from the land
the Irish turned to cattle raising for which the country

is well fitted. Phe English Government put a high export
duty on cattle and so destroyed that industry. .he Irish
began to build a prosperous trade in wool, but the English
put a high export duty on wool and this industry, too, was
ruined. Manufacturing survived to any extent only in the
province of Ulster.0 Land is essential to the very existence

of the greater part of the Irish people, for this reason

4. Hasen Op. Cit. p. 473
0. Schapiro, On..Cit. p. 475
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they- promised a higher rent to the landlords than they
were able to pay. M s led to evictions. Lands were not
rented for a year or five years, but only as long as the
landlord saw fit.° Evictions were the main cause of
Irish land crime. Major M'L'le, poor law inspector of
Galaw&y, made the following report about evictions, made
by Mr. Blake, a magistrate of the county of Galaway, in the
year 1848, - on Hew Year's eve.

"It would appear from the evidence recorded, that
forcible ejectments were illegal; that previous notices
had not been served; and that ejectments were perpetrated
under circumstances of great cruelty. The time chosen was
at midnight or on the eve of the new year. The occupiers
were forced out of their houses with their helpless children
and left exposed to the cold on a bleak western shore in a
stormy winter’s night; that some of the children were sick;
that the parents implored that they might not be exposed,
arid their houses left until the morning; that their prayers
for mercy were vo.in; and that many of them have since died.
I have visited the ruins of these huts, not any great
distance from hr. Blakels residence; | have found that many
‘'of these unfortunate people were still living within the
ruins of these, huts endeavoring to shelter themselves under
a few sticks and socis, all in the most wretched state of
destitution. Many were so weak that they could scarcely

stand when giving evidence.'n7

/. Hansard, Op. Git Vol. 97, p. 1009
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Shis report.was read in the House of Commons
by Sir d. Peel, March 24, 1848, It vas debated upon by
some of the members and the House tools: action upon the

m atter.

The Governor General said it was an indictable
offense, and that the parties might be taken before a
magistrate,but it was not usual in this country and
certainly not in Ireland*, to make any amount of private
wrong the subject of public indictment.n

Hr. Robert Peel said, "It is more incumbent
upon as when cases of this kind are brought under the
notice of the House, where the law affords no remedy and
when the government is powerless, to exercise the moral
power which we possess, by marking our indignation against
such occurr ences” .*

Mr. Reynolds said, "Mr. Blake a magistrate of
Galaway, had admitted in evidence that he had unhoused the
people without sanction of either law or justice, and sent
them forth upon the wide world in the inclement month of
December, and that their, lives had been sacrificed in
consequence. He asked that Mr. Blake be dismissed from

office" 1.0

8. Hansard, Op. Git., Vol. 17, '0 1007
S. lbid, p. 1009
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Mr. P. Scrope asMed if the law to punish did exist
let it he vindicated,if not, let a law he passed to do
justice to all - to me poor as well as to the rich.11

Sir G. Grey afterward reported that this case was
brought to the notice of the lord Lieutenant of Ireland
who submitted the case to the law officers of the Crown. The
decision given was that the Government could not legally
undertake a criminal prosecution. The lord Chancellor
afterward secured Mr. Blake’'s dismissal -from o ffice .12

Mr. Thompson, late President to the Royal
agricultural Society said it was an.appalling ..fact that
out of 500,000 occupiers of the soil in Ireland, 250,000
possessed holdings under fifteen acres. Such a state of
affairs represented beggary. The English laborer might
make 12s a week, and A5 harvest money, £37 per annum; but
the 'utmost a man. could hope to gain from fifteen acres of

land was £28 or £00 a year.13

Hansard, W< k.. Mol. 97, p. 1009
Ibid, p. 1062
Hansard. Op* ol¢., voi. 200, o. 754
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labie to show the size of farms

in Ireland.

| -r | P ——— ) e
T1acre & »1 to 5 5 to 12 1C- to 30 .Over 30
Year | under » acres » acres » acres i acres
t t T t !
1841 IlJ—d090X4 i310§36 i2527799 J 79,342 t 48,625
1851 $37,728 ' 88,083 1191@54 *141,311 | 149,090
|
1861 '? 40,060 ' 85496 }181,931 *141,252 *151,833
t 1871 fT48,448 I, 74[_,809 '171,383 '138,647 159,303
T ? ! T

I f I ?

there were four different systems of land holdings

in lreland, and under each system generally the improvements

were made by the tenants.

If a tenant drained a marsh, built a fence, or

improved his cottage his rent was immediately raised by his

he was promptly evicted

landlord;; if lie refused to pay it,

as well as the farm became the landlord’s

and the improvements,

property without any compensation to the tenant, fhe only

exception to this was found ir. the Ulster custom which

recognized the principle of "tenant right” by giving

in case they were

compensation for improvements to tenants

evict h. for causes other than the non-payment of rent, fhere

was one blot on tnis custom however for it was only binding

in a court of morals, not in a court of law.4

fwo Centuries of Irish History, London.
p. 466

14, Bryce. James,
Hogan_faul french and Company, 1880, Oh. VI,
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She second system was that which existed under other
customs analogous more or less to that of Ulster prevailing
irregularly and variously over a large part of Ireland, hut
not having the weight- of tradition belonging to the Ulster
Custom. The third system was that which had not practically
enjoyed, hitherto, any protection from any custom such as
that of Ulster, or such as may be found in other parts of
Ireland. The fourth system was modeled after the Scottish
and English fashion under which a farm is delivered over
with all its appliances, generally speaking, in the lianas
of the tenant for the purpose of cultivation, these
appliances being furnished by the landlord. This system
was very .rare in lIreland.-?

Many of the Irish farms were too small to support
a family, Iliving almost exclusively on potatoes and in
wretched huts which sheltered alike mman beings and animals,
the Irish peasants were in a state of indescribable poverty
and misery. The failure of the potato crop in 1845 to 1847
produced unimaginable suffering. About eighty thousand
persons died of. starvation daring those ye&rs, and between

1846 and 1851 a million and a quarter Irishmen emigrated to

America. 16

16. H&nsard, On. Pit., Vol. 199 p. 565
16. Schs-piro, Op. 011 ., P
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In 1852 the emigrants numbered 220,000; and in 1853, 192,000

This emigration relieved-the-distress which existed in
Ireland bec ause of the scarcity of land,-*-7 but this did not
make the Irish people happy or contented- Serious attempts
to right Irish hgrariaa wrongs were hot made until Mr.
Gladstone took up the problem. His first effort was the

Bill of 1870.-which now claims our attention.
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CHAPITER 2
THE 1H13H LHIID BILL OF 1870

la his latrodaatary' speech, Gladstone gave the
following reason's for formulating the Bill:

"iVe have avoided by this Bill any interference of
public authority with any existing rent, but when we looic
at the case of Ireland, we are compelled to admit that of
late years, especially, there may have grown up in certain
cases contracts for rent of a character most extravagant
which are impossible for the tenant to pay and at the same
time to live upon his holding!™ We have tried hard in the
construction of the measure, but we are far from believing
it perfect. Our desire is that when it has been received
and sanctioned by the Legislature, it may become a great
gift to Ireland, and may put an end to the grievances and
sufferings which have so long accompanied the tenure of
land in lreland.y We sought to give security of tenure to
the occupiers of the soil by attaching to evictions such
conditions as would render them impolitic and difficult on
the art of the landlord. We wish to secure the evicted
tenant, if he fulfil his contract, from the danger ana
fear of being thrown .pon the world without carrying with
him a fair and reasonable compensation. V/ have afforded

the landlord improved security for Ms rent, and improvedil

1. Hansard Ow Pit., Vol. 195), p. 879
1. Hansard Op. Giti, Vol. 199, p. 382

www.manaraa.co



H H H me=smpio IoH . B- -i - n Ur- Y-
L) BVARE VA PR [ LRV

10
in-

security for his rent, and improved security, as we think

i for the better cultivation of his land; we have also given
him power against unauthoriz-e-d subletting and subdivision
of his property which he does not now enjoy. The landlord
may likewise if he sees fit avoid by his leases the more
exceptional operation of the bill. 1?0or the oenefit of the
Irish laborer we have allowed the tenant to subdivide and
sublet for cottages, and gardens, to be let to the laborers
employed upon the holding; and, in offering from the public
funds facilities for the acquisition of the land* <« have
been careful not to exclude the acquisition of land in small
guantities. The legislature increased the demand for labor
by imparting a stimulus to the agriculture of that country
and to insure its requiring strong hands to carry it on.
One of the evils of exacting an increased rent in proportion
to an increased product is that many small farmers out of
fear of having to pay more for his holding converted his
tillage into pasture, or kept land in pasture that should
be converted into tillage. By either course of procedure
he lessened the demand for agricultural labor. If we can
convince every man that from the time this act passes he will
be able to prosecute his industry in safety, and in a manner
most advantageous to himself, so that aL1l the land that is

fit for tillage may be devoted to tillage, and that in a

word the noble pursuit of agric titare shall be practically

Hansard Op.. ‘Git., Vol. 199, p. cSo
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A
as well as theoretically' free.- We, shall confer upon the
agricultural laborer the greatest boon which it is in our
polwer to bestow."4
The Ulster Custom Defined.

She tenant’s right was undisturbed possession of
his holding as long as he paid his.rent, and fair payment
for all permanent improvements, in case he should relinquish
his holding, whether voluntarily or because of inability
to pa? his rent.

The Main Provisions of the Original Irish. Land Bill of 1670.

The Ulster Custom as it existed in Ulster was
legalised. Outside of Ulster less binding customs were
legalized with certain restrictions. In casts where no
suea custom was to be found and where the tenant was not
protected by any lease a scale of damages for eviction was
established. This could only be applied where the landlord
disturbed the tenant in his holding. It could not be
applied if the tenant divided or subdivided his holding,
aa iIf he was evicted for non-payment of rent; arrears of
rent or damage to the farm might be set off against it;
it might be barred by a length of lease for thirty-one

years or upward. In case of holdings above *50 parties

night make contracts as they, wisned provided a lease was8

4. Hansard, On. Cit.. Vol. 192, $t. 284
5. Kazeh, Op. Git.. Ch. XX, p. 475
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given for twenty-one years, and if by that lease the landlord
contracted to execute the Improvements necessary in order to
cultivate the soil in due manner of husbandry. In farms of
certain size the landlords could make contracts which were
not according to the provisions of the Act.

When using the scale of damages, the Judges, had
to consider two things, -first, the improvements which the
tenant had made on the farm, aha second, the loss which the
tenant sustained by being ejected from his holding. It
included compensation6 for improvements such as manure,

tillage, fencing, '‘permanent buildings and reclamation of

land.
SCALE 02 MWEGE3
if the holding was between £10 and £50 he might
be awarded a sum not to exceed 5 years’'rent. |If the holding

was from £50 to .£100 he might be awarded a sum not to exceed
three years' rent. |If the sura was over £100 he might be
awarded a sum not to exceed two years' rent. In using trie
Equities Clause the Judge was allowed to use his own
judgment on all points.” Special Courts were established

to carry out the provisions of the Bill. There was a Court
of Arbitration which could be used by a choice of the parties-
where award® once decided had the force of law, or the Civil

1 Bill ©os Oe9 do mj.ain o allowed for improvements

b oeoigL rd, Cit., Vol . 199, p. 370
7. Hanaarci, Op. Oit.  \ol. a99, p. 371

I 6* Ibid. px 572

i g |bid, p. YR

1 Wwww.manaraa.com



than twenty years before the passing of the Act unless it
were permanent buildings or'for the reclamation of land.10
THE B&IGaj CLAUSE

This Clause of the Bill was formulated for
facilitating the transfer of land from the landlord to the
tenant. John Bright added the Clause to the Land Act of
18 70.

A lean of public money was to be given to those
who wished to purchase the land which they occupied from
the landlord. The assistance was only to be given when
the landlord was willing to sell. The tenant was to pay

down and the remainder was to be borrowed from the
government. The re-payment of the loan was to be arranged
u fai© Gasis of the Drainage A.ct. 1 Loans were to be
given to owners, oi waste land for the purpose of preparing
the ianu for occupation, - by making roads, and by the
erection of necessary buildings, etc. These waste lands
might then be sold by the landlord to tenants provided
the landlord was willing, to become Joint security to the
Government for the money, or that other satisfactory
security could be had. AIll of these transactions were to
12

be under the direction of the Board of Works in Dublin.

Tor the purpose of adjusting land matters in this bill a

10 1bid, p. 370

11 Hansard Pit.. Vol. 199, p* 361
li&nsaru Git.. Vol. 199, p. 3d
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distinct Judicial machinery was to be established.y}/
After Mr. Gladstone had explained his reasons

for presenting the Lund Act of 1870 and outlined the main

prov isions- of .the bill, it was debated in the House of

Commons. Hue arguments giron for and against it are in

the fcli“owihg pages.

13. Ibid, p. ooh
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AEGUMSHIS FOG AND AGAINS SHE- IRISH LAND BILL OP 1870
BY ?KE HOUSE OF COMMONS BEFORE GOING INTO COMMITTEE

Mr. Disraeli said in discussing the Bill that his
main objections were thatthe B ill was moved for political
reasons rather tern for any desire to improve the condition

i of Agriculture; in Ireland he objected to the principle
I ox giving, advances of Government money to tenants in order
to make tnem free-holders. Instead of putting their own

capital into the- purchases of Lana, it would be better for

e i
them to dedicate it to the cultivation of the soil. He
thought the Bill was very complicated and clumsy.34 ?he
* A
Bill altered by an Act of Parliament the nature of property,

the thing least to be tampered with safely by legislation.
The landlord could no longer do what he wished with his
own property. In place' of absolute ownership, it made the

tenant a part owner, for he could not be evicted as long
[r - or-/ dp ror' -4 /

I as he paid his rent. He thought Parliament was unwise to
Interfere with the freedom oftcontract in Ireland for

freedom of contract was one of the greatest securities for
“r- v-Ti p./m me"ALL_//-/LF- ned ;=

;' trie progress of C|V|I|zat|on.4 He said it were better to

le&v the deter Custom as it was for it worked with very

I general satisfaction.. |If a .man without a lease who had

1. Hansard, On. Git.. Vol. 19S, p. 1806

H. Ibid, p. 181"
3. Ibid, p. loll
4. Hansard, Op. Git., vol. ISP, p. 1684

Wwww.manaraa.c



[
(]

paid his rent were evicted, let him go before a Judge who
would investigate all the elements of the equity of the-
Case. His decision wo Id guard the tenant from coercion
and the landlord from fraud.® She Courts of Arbitration
would not work well and. appeals from assxstant barristers
would, take .up the entire time of the Judges of the Assizes,
or the duty would be performed in a most unsatisfactory
manner.

hr. Gladstone; said that Mr. Disraeli wanted- a
si.role Bill, and that he thought it best to leave the
Ulster Custom as it was and to respect freedom of contract,

1 Vv YUi/ZJhf i b -3 1-

Just appoint a Judge when a tenant was evicted who would
guard the tenant from coercion and the landlord from fraud.
"Suppose that a landlord: contracts with a tenant that he
snail not upon eviction go before a Judge, what would
become of the measure proposed by Mr. Disraeli?"7

Hr, Cavanarh said he did not think that the
provisions which took away freedom of contract were at
all advisable for they took away from, a man the right- to
do as he saw fit with his own and obliged him to nay over

again for what is already his. Shis would also lessen the

. @)
value of land as securit; .

5. Ibid . p
* lbid, p
7. lbid, p

8v Hansardy " OprPiittv Vol 19£
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Mr* Agar Allis said as long as the Bill gave the
tenants the improvementslwhich rightfully belonged to him,
he would vote for the Bill

Mr. Bryan thought that there was almost a universal
feeling on the part of the country that the Bill would fail
in its object unless the Government was prepared to receive
Amendments of sc serious a nature aS almost to alter the
entire Bill-.10 The Bill was vicious in principle for it
tried to prevent eviction, not by touching tenure, but by
proposing a scale of penalties to dete: the Iandllord from P
what was thought unjust-. The competition for land was so
great that no scale fixed by the House 'would prevent

evictign. 11
Q 'I Ii ” M S',

Mr. Hunt said as he understood the Bill damages

for eviction had no reference to improvements on the land

: which the tenant had made and for that reason he didn't

think the Bill was a just ana equitable measure.r

Mr. H.3. Gamueison said that in regard to
compensation for disturbance he thought the Government
had taken- the true course out on economical grounds he
thought it best ;;Ou to adhere to the doctrine. When it
came a question of choosing between political economy
and remedying the state of Ireland he would choose the

latter.1*
m - --

10. lbid, p» loo7
11. Hansard, Op. Oft.,, Vol.199, p. 137C
IB. Ilbid, p. 1501
15. Ibid, p. 1550
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Hr. Maguire said that if the Ulster Custom was
to be extended to all parts of Ireland it would he confusing
and unjust if it were not defined as the Custom is different
in many1plats es .

Mr. Hunt said that if the ulster Custom were
defined a great injustice would he done because it would.
mtroduce great alteratllt\)/lnsy arLllgi\élrlcf(g Ihar'\'dlords whose estates
are not subject to the extreme rights of the Custom to submit
to the sume 1a” wlln those that are .1”

Mr. Ball said he objected to the idea that the
Irish” tenant was not able to-take care of himself by contract
as the Bnglish tenants do.16

Mr. Maguire.said. "I think that the Government

should extend ,this Brotegtion , for free--contract does n(}t

and cannot exist, due condltlon of Ireland is different from
that of lingland. land to the Irish people is necessary to
tueir very existence. i'hey must have land, fhey will make
ny contract in order to get it »*”

After deciding fhht the Bill should be read a
third- time, the house of Commons resolved itself into.a
Committee to consider the Bill in detail and tried by
Amendments to maxe it more adequate for the purpose for which
it was.formulated. On the following pages are enumerated

14. Hansard, Op. Git., Vol. 199. p. 1495
15. Ibid _ p- 1499
16. Ibid. px 1461
17. lbid. pj 1465
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many opinions given by the Committee and also the important

Amendments made Try ehe House of Commons.

il LN ZJI—F.L'
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ms jpolloAks opinions iffias gives. mah. £8, 1870 by
A Committed of the House of Commons
About the Land Act of 1870

Mr. Headlaci objected to the Clause which declared
the tanant. - right custom legal. He 'S&id that the Custom
was already legal as it was, for no court ever pronounced
it to be void as against public policy.1 The tenant-right
custom rendered it mathematically certain that the tenant
would be rack-rented to the highest possible amount, for he
had to .pay i-oney to the tenant on entering the farm and
also the rent to the landlord, and those two put together
made a high rent. Under these conditions it was best to
do away with the system. It made the landlord antagonistic
to his tenant and induced him to be an absentee.

Hr. Chester ffortescue objected to the criticism of
Mr. Headlaw. He said that Mr. Headlam talked as if the
hostile relation of landlord, and tenant, and the evil of
absenteeism were the result of the Ulster Custom, and that
we nrovided no means of getting rid of that which was
obnoxious ih;,character.QHe felt sure that the tenants of
Ulster would not agree with Mr. Headlam for they a predated

the proposals made by the Government4 They wished to

depend on the lav/ ox the land and not on the will of tl
1. Hansard, JOX* Z0<\ p. 738
2. lbia. p- 742
3. Hans?rd. Oo« wit*, voi. 200, p. 745
fr* XDZu p. 746
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landlord. If Hr. Headlain acquired some knowledge of the
Ulster Custom and studied, the B ill, he would- know that the
lister Custom must be legalized*5

Sir Urederiok Hecate gave further explanation to
Hr. Headlam in regard to the benefits of the Ulster Custom.
Hr. Heygate said that wherever the tenant-right prevailed
great security existed. The people of Ulster saved money
and not being satisfied- with getting small interest on it,
put their money into tenant-right, knowing that they were
sure to get good returns on it. {0 give a large number of
-people an interest in the land of their country would, be
a great advantage. In regard to the-high rent in Ulster
the proximity of the manufacturing was to some extent
res'onsible for it.b

Mr. Gladstone, said that he objected to any
condemnstion of the principle of the Ulster Custom unless
sach condemnation were followed by some practical action.
Cue tenants of. Ulster had 420,000f000 sunk in the Custom
and it would annoy then to speak disparagingly about it.
hr. headlam made a proposal for the extinction of the
Custom which he thought was. not a good policy . If a
landlord bought ur toe claim of the tenant he would be

Xree let his 1, altogether exempted from the .tom. 7

c. Ibid, p. 748
0. .1; 3", Op. Olu., Vol. 200, p. 749
7. Ibid . p. 7nC
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Ur. -Banke wished to know why it was that other
. castors in lIreland were treated differently from the Ulster

; usages of Ireland.O

Ur. UeaAlam agreed with Ur. Bankv that he saw no
reason why the Government legislated for Ulster in a different
i manner from that in which they legislated for other parts

: of Ireland.

Mr. Samuels also, stated that no distinction should

be made between the ITorth. and the South of Ireland. There

should be one legal custom for both. |If the Ulster Custom
was used at all it should be used for all ox Ireland. He
proposed.to amend Clause Il so that there would be only one

custom throughout Ireland.The amendment was denied by a

majority vote of 281 .)-J8

8. Ibid, p. 759
5. Hansard, Op. Pit"'., 761. 200, p. 759
10. Ibid, o. 760
11. Ibid. p. 776
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IMPOhMT AMEIIDMEHTS MADE 3Y THE HOUSE OF COMMON?. IE
THE LAUD ACT OF 1870

The Act. Considered, by a Committee of the House.

Hr. Douse proposed an amendment to give the Court
Jurisdiction over the disputes which arose between the
landlords and tenants in regard to money due the landlord by
the tenant. He thought it was necessary as many such disputes
would occur.

Mr. Chichester Fortescue introduced an amendment
which he thought would be a great benefit to laborers. This
provided tuat the landlord might after six month’s notice
in writing take one-twenty-fifth ox the tenant's possession
and erect laborers cottages with or without gardens. He
would not be subject to any compensation to the tenant
beyond a proportionate abatement of rent”

Mr. Hounaell Palmer proposed an amendment so that
the Judge would have a right to exercise his discretion
against the tenant - where the landlord had offered him
fair terms of continuance in his holding. Under such
conditions any claim for compensation was to be disallowed
if the tenant refused such offer.

Mr. Brusn proposed an amendment for further

protection to the landlord. ./hen a tenant claimed money3

1. Hansard, Op. Pit., Vol. 201, p. 427
2. dbid _p. 1416’
3. Ilbid . p. '1439
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for disturbance the landlord had a right to deduct for
deterioration of tne holding arising from non-observance
on the part or the tenant of the covenant, ihe amount of
taxes due by the tenant might also be deducted by the
courtip.

Mr. 7/. M. barrens said that in 1852 a bill had
been prepared to protect the tenant who bought .land under
the Encumbered Estates Gourt from arbitrary evictions.
88,000 tenants had been driven from their homes during
the past sixteen years because the- Bill failed. He proposed
that after the decree of sale of siieh land the tenant be
.given a lease, for thirty-one years with such covenant as
the Uourt may see fit and the property to be sold according
10 the co'vonant .

Hr. Chicxiester ffortescue said that as the Bill
stood it required the hearing of every appeal to be before
two Judges of Assizes which upon consideration he thought
was going too far . he proposed that the hearing of
appeals be tried bexore one Judge, but if a question of
law arose tne sail Judge of Assizes might call in another
judge.0

Hr. Him proposed an amendment to protect the

tenant further. Jo distress for rent due under a tenancy

4. Hansard, Op. Git., Vol. 201, p. 397
5. lbid. p. 59?
5. Hansard, Op. Git.. Vol. 201, p. 1440
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was to bo made by the landlord after the passing of the
Land Act unless this privilege svae given by a written
agreement regulating the terns of the tenancy and giving
the landlord this right*7

After those Amendments were voted the B ill passed
the House of Commons for the first time May 30, 1870* The
House of Lords then took the Land Act under consideration
Ab will be seen by the following arguments, it was attacked

vigorously by some of the Lords because it interfered with

the freedom of contract and property rights.7

7. Ibid. p. 1410
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OPIHIOHS (GIWWN 11?7 SEE HOUSE OF LORDS ABOUT THE LAUD
ACT OF 1870 BEFORE GOING INTO COMMITTEE

The Earl of Granville stated that the B ill was
founded on the assumption that the great hula of Irish
tenants were unable to contract for themselves, and that
they required some protection from the law. The Bill tried
to remedy this evil with as little disturbance as possible.
Interference with freedom of contract was not contrary to
the principle of the English law. A shipmaster is subject
to such interferences with regard to taking on board his
vessel persons, who in other respects are quite competent
to enter into contract.O The Bill was not revolutionary,
but it did aim to give the tenant his just compensation
for improvements. The proprietary rights of the landlord

were to be maintained.

The Duke of Richmond objected to the idea that
the tenants were unable to make contracts for themselves,
and that they needed the protection of the law, so that
they Would not be unjustly evicted without compensation
for their improvements. He said that the Irish landlords
as a class were good landlords. This provision was not

necessary.4 The law should not interfere with the freedom

1. Hansard, Op. Cit., Vol. 202, p. 14
2. lbid, p. 18

3. Ilbid. p. 9

4.

Hansard, Op. Git.. Vol. 800, p. 24
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of contract. The illustration given about the owner of a

ship was not at all applicable to the land situation,5
3larl of Mussell pointed out that it was a

necessity to interfere with the freedom of contract for

there were many tenants-a-t-will in Ireland who often got a

notice to quit in six months. The Duhe could not dispute

the case of a Mr. Scully who tried to male his tenants

ign an agreement to give up their tenancies on a fortnight's

notice.6

lord Duffer-in said the small Irish tenant could
not be considered as an agent capable of free contract and
that however right these rules might be, it was best under
certain circumstances to dispense with them. With respect
to the main part of the B ill, the giving of compensation
to tenants-at-will on eviction, he considered it an equitable
obligation on the part of the State to interpose in their
behalf. ’

The Marquess of Salisbury stated that the policy
of .interference by Parliament with the making of contracts
except in matters which affected human life had disappeared.
IVhen a tenant was evicted he should be paid for his in
improvements on the land. He was entitled to nothing more,

under certain circumstances you wish to give him one-fourth

to one-third of the value of the land which he occupies.

5. Ibid, p. 11
0. XOld, p. dG
77 "Hansard, " Op: Pty Vol 101, p. 75
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Tills was robbery. On what grounds was this to be done?8

His feeling was that if lIreland had a larger number of small

1 proprietors there would never have been any need of Land
Bills

The Hard of Kimberley agreed with the Marquess
of Salisbury that what Ireland needed most for peace and
safety was a large number of small proprietors. The only
objection to Mr. Bright's scheme was that it did not allow
a large number of tenants to become proprietors.» If as
the Marquess said nothing was to be given to the tenant
except what he was actually entitled to by the letter of
the law, he must consistently object to legalizing the
Hister Custom which was regarded by the landlords as
binding in honor, yet it was a custom which, was based on
no law."-1

fhe Earl of Brandon said that in the south of
Ireland -matters were just the reverse of what people
thought. He believed that only in exceptional cases were
toere insecurity of tenure and too high rent.-"" To
interfere with existing leases would be the cause of

endless litigatio i.1* On account of middlemen leases1

6+ hansara, Op*~ ui-, dOx. *Ox, pe SO
9. lbid, p. ?b
10. Ibid, p. 84
11. Ibid', p. 86
12. Hansard, Op. Oit., Vol. 202p. 90
13. Ibid, p. 91
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in Ireland it would be impossible to ascertain who made

improvements on a farm, or at what time they were made,

in order to carry, out the provisions of the Bill in regard

to compensation. Retrospective compensation was unjust
for you took from one what belongs to him and gave it to
another. "If you can do this, where are you going to
stopY¥

Lord IVonk said that his honorable friend the
Sari state that evictions -and high rent were exceptional
cases in the south of Ireland*-~ but a reference to
authorities from the ti e of Elizabeth showed that
liabilities to disturbance had always been a grievance
in Ireland and tno uncertainty of tenure had prevented
the possibility of good cultivation of the land. The
intimidation caused by uncertainty of tenure was often

aggravated by exceptional instances of injustice.1™ He

believed that the tenant should be made secure in whatever

interest he had in the soil. Wy not nut a clause in the
Bill to settle the question of fair rent? Let the
Assistant Barrister of the Civil Bill Court decide it.

This would prevent unscrupulous landlords from harassing

their tenants.17

14. lbid, p. 92
15. Hansard, Op. (it.. Voi. 20b. p. 94
16. Ibid, o. 95
17. lbid, p. 97
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The literl of Lucan gave as his opinion that the
Government should advance purchase money to tenants paying
1,0uQ pounds to 3,000 .pounds as well as to those paying
from 20 pounds to oO pounds, wuuvancing money to too many
small tenants was to create a peasant proprietary which
was mischievous. As to the other parts of the Bill it was
dishonest, oppressive, revolutionary and totally uncalled
for. It toon from A and gave it to B which was robbery.
It gave SO9tren years valuation as compensation to the tenant
It was unfit for civilized Government to propose such a
measure. To find a parallel to this measure one must go
back to the French devolution. The landlords will lost

control of their estates and become absentees if this Bill

passea.1q 'l

fhe Earl of Granvilie said he felt that he
expressed the feeling of most of the House in not agreeing
with Earl Lucan in his attack on the Government and the
House. If he thought the Bill a robbery, an outrage, and
a revolution, why aid he sit silent for three nights of
debate on the second reading without delivering his opinion
After these opinions were given the Lords passed

the following important Amendments in Committee.

18. Hansard, On. Git., Vol. BOB, p. 742
19. lbid, p. 744
20. Hansard, Op. Git., Vol. 202, p. 744
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THE HOUSE OF LORDS WHICH RESOLVED ITSELF INTO A
COMMITTEE JUNE 2, 1870 TO DISCUSS THE IRISH LAND

ACT OF 1870, PASSED THE FOLLOWING IMPORTANT AMENDMENTS

The Earl of Litchfiel-1 proposed the following
Amendments - Firs -, an amendment to compel every future
purchaser of Ulster-tenant right to h‘ate his right
evidenced hy a deed registered in Court within a month

after his purchase. This was necessary to prevent

.difficulties when legal question arose

. His second .amendment was to add a compensation

clause as that if tae landlord or his predecessor had
put money into the land in the way of improvements it
would be deducted from the tenants' compensation for
improvements, .ne improvements were not to date back
more than 80 years.Fi

The Duke of Richmond proposed the following
Amendments - First, he proposed to change the scale
of compensation. The Bill gave the highest scale of
compensation - seven years’ rent to the holdings valued
at 10 pounds and under 10 pounds. He changed the
wording of the scale to read 4 pounds and under.”®

His second Amendment was to extend the

limitation of disturbance in holdings. The original8

1. Hansard, Op. Pit., Vol. 808, p. 757
8. lbid, p. 774
8. Hansard, Op."Cit., Vol. 208, p. 769
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Bill allowed that eviction fox- non-payment of rent only
woaid not be considered distarbailee. The Duke added to
this "Or for breach of any condition which the Judge
before whom the case is tried shall think a reasonable
one."4

His third Amendment provided that when a tenant
held a lease for £0 years he would not be entitled to
compensation under the Act. The original Bill stated
that leases had to be granted to tenants for 31 years in
order to get the landlord exempt from awarding compensation.

In the Duke of Richmond's fourth Amendment he
provided that in all cases of dispute between landlord and
tenant taken inwo court, the order of the Court should be
reduced to writing making an exact entry of everything
in the decree.

The Lord Chancellor objected to the Amendment.
He thought the Court could make its own rules of
procedure. Lord O'Hagen added a few words and the
Amendment passed.n

The Uarquess of Clanrlgaide moved an Amendment
Ilj.A% all claimis for improvements put forward either by
land!Lord or tenant should be proved by evidence and that

N fE 4 4 r B

such evidence shouli

4. lbid, p. 994
5. Ibid, p. 875
6. Ibid. p. 1054
7. Hansard, Op. c
8. Ilbid, p. 988
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He also proposed an. amendment to the clause
‘oarring compensation for improvements made 20 years
before the passing of the Act. He worded the clause to
reau that Compensation could be claimed for even
one-hunrired years before the passing of the Act."

He proposed a third amendment to prevent the
tenants from vexing their landlords. It stated that
When a tenant demanded compensation under any provision

of the act he must surrender his holding. This

o

Amendment was voted down.

lord Duosay said that in order to protect the
landlords' property he proposed that an Amendment be made
to the Bill forbidding the tenant to break: up or till
any *land or lands used for grazing or grass lands before

the passage of the land Act,fl

9. lbid, p. 955
10. Ibid, p. 1060
11. Hansard, On. Cit., Vol. 202, p. 960
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*HE HOUSE ilJfITSE) TO ACCS;?V If

They did not accept tho Bake of Alohmilas’
Amendment to have the- scale of compensation lowered* The
original Bill gave tho highest scale of cosspeaeatioa - seven
years'* rent to holdings valued at 10 and under* The Lords
wished to have the scale read 4 and undere She Conanons
felt that the scale was low enough, as it was stated in the
original Bill**

She? refused to accept the Amné&tae&t of the Boko
of LLoiyjsoad which changed the wordlag of the Bill so that
if & landlord granted a tenant a lease for £1 years be
would not &v« to grant compoas&tloa as uhder the Act*
luoy asked the Lords to restore the 31 years instead of
Ll ye&rt* ae this was the proper length of .period to exempt
Landlords from groatlog compensation for disturbance**’
They objected to the Duke of .iicmaond*& Amendment to extend
the limitation of disturbs©©®© in holding®« The original
Sill stated that nou-payiaeast of rent only would not be
o:>nsidere& as disturbance by the landlord, but tho Duke
added that any breach of law on the paat of the tenant
0o0.ld also be conoid ored* They did not accept the change*ﬁt

elhey did not accent the Duke of hichreond*s

Amen-meat that in case::;, of dispute beteeen the landlord and

3. Hansard, Op* fit* VOX. &tk> p. 119
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the tenant which were taken into Court, the order of the
Court should be reduced, to writing making an exact entry

mm- Of everything in the decree”
1ot L.V "0 "m') ' f 'cm
The House of Lord's Agreed to all changes made
in their amendments except this amendment about the Court
.ceeping an exact record of its decree. This they insisted
on," The House of Commons agreed to this Amendment July £8,
1870. The Bill passed and received the Royal -Assent,

August 1, 1870.8

4. Ibid, p. 118
5. Ibid, p. 8£0
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XIISASOfIS WHY THL DISH LAID ACT OF 1870 FAILED

On account of the scarcity of land in Ireland,
the tenants were unwilling to give up their land, The
landlords raised their rent so as to rack-rent their tenants,

thus appropriating the tenants’ interest which it was the

intention of the not to secure. Sometimes there was a
wholesale revaluation of estates of landlords. Often it
was done by a "silent process” of successive raising of
rent in small amounts until it reached £5/6 or more. The
Tile latter process left the tenant in doubt as to whether
it would be better to give up the holding and claim the
interest which he had in it or not. In Ulster it was
accompanied also by the creation and invention of arbitrary
office rules reducing the tenant-right, or putting the
tenant to great legal expenses in proving his right. These
cases, were numerous enough to create widespread feeling of
injustice, insecurity an? alarm through large clasees

who felt that they might be dealt with in the same way.'l
fhe Act seemed to proceed in the wrong direction from the
outset for it created bitter hatred between the landlord
and the tenant, me landlord thought that a part of his
pro erty had been taren from him without any compensation

and handed over to the tenant.® fhe Act made no provision2

1. Hansard, Op. fit.. 7ol. £60, p. 1590
2. lbid, Vol. £61, p. 030
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CHAPTEH 3
THE COB-BITIOI' OF IRELAND® BETWEEN 1870 AND 1881

Sir William Bartelott (member of the House of
Commons) said May 19, 1881, "Civil War at the present moment
prevails in lIreland; "blood has been shed every day, and
there are constant collisions between the authorities and
the people; lIreland, in fact, is in a more dangerous
condition than she has been at any period during the present
century notwithstanding the fact that the Government- is
armed with exceptional powers."**'

The. Government brought forward in 1880, a
Compensation for Disturbance B ill which was to prevent
evictions in certain districts where the tenant's inability
to pay .his rent arose from the calamitous seasons; in such
cases the legal tribunal to -whom the question was referred
was empowered to award him compensation for disturbance.
The B ill passed the House of Commons by 225 to 199, but
was rejected by the House of Lords by an enormous majority
282 to 51.8 The effect of the rejection of the Bill on
the temper of Ireland may be seen by the following data.
The number of evictions were in 1880, £110; in 1881, 3415;

in 1882, 5201.23

1. Hansard, On. Pit., Vol. 261, p. 877

2. Sir James O'Connor, Hlstory of Ir;land, Hew York:
George H. Doran Company, Vol. Il, Ch XI., p. 54

3. Ibid. T). 55
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The hatred of the Irish peasant found expression
in acts ox violence and- terrorism. Many landlords and
their agents were murdered. A system of "'boycotting”
landlords and oheir hirelings was instituted. So one could
buy of or sell to them; nc servant could seek employment
in their homes; and no physician could attend them in
their sickness.

In 1875 the celebrated Land League was formed by
Hiahael Davitt and Charles Stewart Parnell. It demanded
the three "P's", freedom ox sale, fixity of tenure and
fair rent. The return of the soil to its original owners
was the ultimate solution advocated by the League. The
far reaching agit tion set on foot by this organization
enlisted almost the entire peasant population of Ireland.
The league did not advocate violence, but it was often
resorted to by the tenants.'*

Ireland went through three bad harvests in
succession - 1877, 1876, 1879.° A large portion of the
Irish tenants would nave been face to face with starvation
but for almsgiving from all parts of the world on a large
scale.u In some -parts of the country Civil War actually
exists- between landlord and tenant, heat could not be

collected excent at the cost, of wholesale evictions.

4. Ochspiro, QD Pit., p. 390
5. Sir James O'Connor, History of lIreland. Op. Git., p. 53
6. Hansard, Op* Git., Vol. 861, p. 653
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This was the means of leaving numerous people without
homes.*v
Mr.,Gallan imember of the louse of Commons)
May 19, 1861 gave its members the following figures as
an illustration of the unfairness of rent. A Donegal
tenant whose fare; was valued at 31 pounds 10s., paid
to the County Chairman a rent of 63 pounds 7s 4d. This
was more than 100,j above the Pool Law valuation.0
The lawless and disturbed condition of Ireland-
after 1S70 caused ir. Gladstone to attempt a further

solution of the land problem by the Three f’'s Land Act

which is explained in the following pages.

THE IHISK MAD ACT OF 1881 (THE .THREE F*S LAI® ACT)
Vhen Mr. Gladstone introduced the Land Act of

1881 he explained why the Actwas necessary. He said

tht the land Act of 1670 had achieved only partial success

And that Civil War existed in Ireland between the landlord

and the tenant. The Government found.-it necessary to

expend large sums of money to keep peace.

Parliar ont sent out Commissioners to investigate

cow itions . These Commissioners reported that the main

causes wer, insecurity of tenure and rack-rent. fney

7. bid, p. L+
6. Ibid, p. 9HP
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suggested that a Court should he created to look after
the interest of the tenant” Hr. Gladstone outlined the
Bill as follows:

Every tenant which existed in Ireland in 1881
had the right to call in the Court to have a "Judicial
went” fixed, i'he rent fixed would he a fair rent. The
rents fixed by Court were to he unchanged for fifteen years,
during welch time the tenant might not he evicted except
for breaches of certain specified covenants or for non-
payment of rent.lu ihe landlord had the right of
pre-emption in case the tenant wished to sell his tenant-
right at any time.* Ehe landlord had the right to refuse
the -party to whom the tenant wished to assign his right.
i'he price of all tenant-rights was fixed by the Court.12

Compensation for disturbance was regulated by
the amount of rent paid. |In case of a tenant who paid
30 pounds rent, the compensation did not exceed seven
years’ rent, if under 50 pounds, five years’ rent, and if
over 100 pounds, three years’ rent.xj AIll Ulster tenants

under lease in 1881 might claim compensation as provided

for in the Act.Ix

S. Hansard, Op. Oit., Vol. 260, 73 893
10. jiansard, Op. Cit., Vol. 260, p. 909
11. lbid, p> 910
13. Ibid, p. 918
xHr 4DXdbv P* 913
14. Ibld, P. 914
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In cases of large holdings valued at over 200

1pounds a year the landlord and tenant might make contracts
£s they wished. Such large holdings were not subject to
the Act. A Land Commission acted for a Court. It had
final authority over decisions.of all land cases. The
Civil Bill Court tried all land Cases first. The Land
Commission had three Judges one of whom was a Jud e, or
os-Judge of the Supreme Court. Its proper sevt was in
Dublin. The Bill also contained a Purchase Clause similar
to the -Bright Clause in 1870, but this Clause advanced
to the purchaser three-fourths of the purchase money
.nstead of two-thirds as provided in the Act of 1870.
The Land Commission was to assist the tenants in the
purchase of their holdings and to advance three-fourths
of the purchase price when it saw fit. The rate of
interest was 5-aand the period for payment thirty-five
years. The Land Commission might advance money also
for the reclamation of waste land whenever it saw fit .10

After the Bill was read and explained by Mr.

Gladstone, the members of the House of Commons expressed

their opinions about it as follows —1®

16. Hansard, Op. Pit., Vol. 260, p. 916
16. Ilbid, p. 918
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OPIHIOHS EXPRESSED BY THE HOUSE 07? OOLE10113 Il REGARD TO
THE lalvD BILL OP 1881 BEFORE .GOIliG IUTO COMMITTEE

Hr. Summers said that the principles contained

in the Bill were sound. They were new to English Law out
that the Act v/as not dealing with England. It was dealing
with Ireland . The landlord should not be permitted to

eat away the tenant-right by constant raising of rent. The
tenant should be secured in his property for he was the
weaker of the two. There should be a court of Arbitration
to settle disputes between the landlord and the tenant

Sir John Volker thought that the Bill would work
an alarming and appalling infringement of the rights of
property, and if these alterations of the rights of property
were to be sanctioned why were they not to be sanctioned
in respect to homes, manufactories and all other types of
property in lIreland? The alterations of property proposed
were obviously to satisfy the clamor of the Land League
and those whom t.ae Land League contrived to render
discontented..'5 The Act gave a lease for 15 years to the
tenant. The landlord could not get rid of him. The tenant
could sell his tenancy at any time and ail improvements

wore his. This would work an alarming injustice on the3}

1. Hansard, On. Pit., Vol. 261, p. 81
3. Ibid, P. 91
3. lbid, p. 94
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rights of property as the landlord got no compensation
for his enormous sacrifice. This violated economic law.
i’he poor laborers were not considered in the Bill. Was
It because they didn't nave a vote? The laborer
depended on the landowner. |If he could -ot improve his
land where would the laborer be?™ He proposed emigration
rs a remedy, but it must be voluntary and aided by the
Government. Reclamation of Waste land would also be
an .aid. Migration to other parts of the Kingdom would
be good .~

hrJohn Bright objected to Mr. Volker stressing
the iaw of political economy' in Ireland for if Mr. Volner
studied tne history of Ireland he would find that within
the last two or three centuries many acts of confiscation
of tne most undubitable character had taken ol&ce. He
said, "There are not many estates in Ireland which have
not been subject to that unpleasant transaction."0 There
was a huge monoply in Ireland which Mr. Volker must admit
was the greatest enemy of economic Iaw.7 Mr. Volker
lamented that the landlord gave much to the tenant without
any compensation. It was Mr. Bright's opinion that if ail
the improvements which the tenant had aone were taken

away and.all the improvement's which the landlord had done

4. Hansard, Op. Cx¥*T Vol. 261, p. 90
5. Ibid, p. 8

6e Ibid , p. 97
7ovHansard, oprxuxz Vol 261, Pe 90

www.manaraa.co



o//fere le ft, the land would 'be as bare of trees, fences,
barns, houses aid cultivation as it was in pre-historic
tines.0 In regard to emigration he thought that it was
far better for the poor peasants to go to Canada or the
United States. The laborer could only get 'work by the
cultivation of more land. The Act must provide for
building cottages on the tenancy for them

Mr. Assheton Cross agreed with Mr. Bright that
emigration was a favorable remedy for the land difficulties
in Ireland. He thought that lending three-fourths of the
money to tenants to buy land would put him in a worse
position than he was at present, for he must borrow the
other fourth from the money lender at an enormous rate of
interest. This would oiaee him in a worse position than
before ,J~ He would favor the Bright Clause if it made
the tenant an actual owner and not a money borrower
He said, "What is it that the tenant has a right to sell
according to this Act? let us decide what he has a
right to sell arm ay him for it If the landlord
made any of the improvements let us deduct this amount

when the tenant males his claim." ~

8. Ibid, Pp. 105
9. lbid, p- 10s
10. Ibid, p, 110
11. Hansard, On. Vol. Col, p. 115
Joow v id4 px 116
13. Ibid, px 181
14. 1bid, p- lib.
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Mr. 3baw/ saw no reason why some of the speakers
thought that the Bill aimed to take property away from the
landlord and give it to the tenant. For generations the
tenant put his energy and money into the property and the
result of that labor the landlord claimed as his. This
Custom must be brorea down.-10 Competent adjusters must
be called in to see what each owns/ I

Mr. Redmond attacked the Migration Clause
which aimed to relieve the land situation. He said in
1080, IGO.UOO people between 15 and Z5 years of age had
emigrated. Ho nation could stand such a strain and there
was no reason for it as there were thousands of fertile
Land in Ireland without a homestead and thousands of acres
of reclaimsble land. Lending three-fourths of the money
would fail. The Government could lend it all. The Civil
Bill Court was a failure. This was allowed to reward
compensation when tenants were evicted for nor-payment
of rent if the rent were exorbitant. Only three Cases

were reported so far where the rent was exorbitant. The

Court was viewed b almost universal suspicion and mistrust

in Ireland. He objected to the tribunal for that reason.

reland needs,, was a distinct and separate tribunal

which would give all its time to cases arising under the
act. "B

15. Ibid. p. 305

le. Ibid, p. 30k
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Q-r. T. 0, O'Connor said lie agreed with the
members who opposed emigration. Exportation of the
wealth producing machine was a bad thing for Ireland and
this is what emigration meant.Staigration was an easy
process of getting rid of surplus population and disturbance
in lreland. 'Give the emigrant a ticket and dispose of
him. ;ve have plenty of work in Ireland for all-Irishmen on
Irish land. The lJinigration Clause must be struck out of the
Bill."89@

Mr. Plunket thought that Emigration was the
only means of dealing with the deepseated evil which
existed in Ireland over the land situation. It was the
only relief afforded for the overcrowded condition.?°

Mr. Close also agreed with Mr. Plunket that
the emigration and reclamation Clauses were the very best
means afforded for the crowded condition in Ireland. 2!

Mr. Fitzpatrick said 3,000,000 pounds had been
8rent by ia-ndloros on improvements in Ireland since 1840.

The landlord s kect the rent low in order that their

tenants might be thriving and prosperous. "If a
compensation Clause to do justice the landlord is no-
inserted,” he said, "I shall do all I can to oppose the

second reading of the B ill."

18. lbid. p. 658
IS. Hansard, Op. C11  Vol. 261, p. 659
20. Ibid, v. 363

11. Ibid, p. 877

28. lbid, p. di
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I'l-. Chaplin said that the B ill deprived the
j landlord of nearly every right that attached to the
I possession of an estate in Ireland except what rent the
Court saw fit to give him* i'hese rights possessed value
and were taken from the landlord without giving him the
smallest compensation,Whatever.(ﬁJ The landlord was
converted into a mere rent-charge on his own estate.
This part of the 3111 was nothing else than one great
scheme of judicial plunder. Why inflict all these pains
and penalties on the landlordsY”°® They did not create
the fatal competition for land in Ireland, nor are they
to blame for the absence of manufactories and other
industries in lIreland. The truth wasthgt the Eng“sq
Parliament and the Engﬁsh people mmren@sponsibm for
i these conditions. A little volume called "The Commercial
restraints of Ireland contained petitions sent by both
Houses of Parliament in the year 1698, praying the King
by every measure in his power to hinder the woolen trade
of Ireland. One passage from the Petition Of the Commons
read thus ~rbp
"And we do most humbly implore your majesty's
protection and favor in this matter and that you may

make it your royal care, and enjoin all those You employ

23. Hansard. Op. Git., Vol. 261, p. 842
£4. lbid, c. 849
g;. Ibid, p. Sou
~6* Hansard, Op. Git Vol. 261, p. 851
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i.i Ireland to make it their care, «nd use their utmost
diligence to hinder tne exportation of wool from Ireland,
except to he imported hither, and for the discouraging
tie woolen manufactories and encouraging the linen
manufactories in Ireland, to which we shall always he
ready to give our assistance."” Shi's petition was presented
to the King and his answer was - "I shall do all that in
me lies to discourage the woolen trade in Ireland, and to
encourage the linen manufactories there, and to -promote
tlhe trade of kngland .""7

Mr. Parnell said that the members of the Land
eague believed that it was impossible to reconcile the
interests of the landlords and the tenants. The Commission
must he- given power to expropriate compulsorily landlords
ho were acting a centers of disturbance. The landlords
sfchould be paid- HO years purchase at the Poor Law valuation.
Ip expropriate them would do more to reduce rack-rent than
®H— the. legal para nernalia of
ids uraxtsmen. Lmigrationwhs s
n-s 't onsibility . be have ;plenty
Labor of everyone in Ireland fo

the resources of our country-*®

After this long debate the House of Commons

resolved itself into a Committee whoso discussions and

£7. lbid, P. 852
£8. Hansard, Op. Pit., vol. 261, p. 888
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Amendments were as follows.

2E2 1tfIStt LAKH ACT OF 1881 AS TAKSii UP 114 COMMITTEE

OF THE HOUSE . COMMONS WAS DISCUSSED AS FOLLOWS

Mr. Walter Barttplot's opinion was that taking

property from the landlord and giving it to tenant would

drive the landlord out of Ireland which was the last

thing they ought to do There were 6,700,CO00 acres

their improvements.

held by tenants who had made all

Twenty-six of the landlords had done all of their

improvements. Sixty-three percent of the landlords ha?

"At what period was

done half of their improvements.

that ?" said Mr. Darnell. He could not answer Mr.

Hr. 3-rttelot wanted the landlords given a fair price for

their improvements.”?

Attorney General for Ireland. Mr. Law 'objected

to Mr. Bartteiots remarks about the taking of property

Phe B ill just allowed the

away from the landlord.S!

tenant to sell whatwas his. The landlord could bring

his case into Court for adjustment.3® The Government

thought that the landlord lost nothing except power which

it ought not to haveM53

Hansard, -gfe vol. 161, p. 1374
30. Ibid, p. ].£3€7g
31. Ibid, p* 1379
<Ji* |bid , p* 1380

Ibid, p. 1372

Parnell,

Wwww.manaraa.Cf



5l

Mr. Hathbone commented on the laws of Ireland.. The
Irish people he thought were not on the side of the law for
the laws always had been unjust. Property had not been
protected by lav?. It had only been protected by custom
and good feeling. The yearly tenant bad his rent raised from
year to year, because of the increased value of his tenancy
which is due to the expenditure of his capital and la-fcor .°4
The tenant should be protected by the law.0®

Mr. Lewis liked the purchase clause of the hill
but he thought th&v- the State might with great advantage
advance a larger cortion of the purchase money than was
now jroposed.°*

Mr. Me Parthey demanded an explanation as to
what it meant by saying that the landlord and tenant each
had a certain interest and that in estimating the rent
the value of the improvement by the tenant was to be taken
from the rent.

Attorney General for Ireland. Mr. Law expl&ined
it thus - In Ireland the farm belonged to the landlord,
and the improvements belonged to the tenant. It was therefore
.rong to allow the landlord to charge the highest rent

obta.Lnable from a stranger in open market, for

® ¥pe landlord x°8 as we.-l as for Wwhat belonged

Si.-Hansard, Op. Git., Vol. 361, p. 1

e 11d,p. 1385
Ibid, p. 138

37. lbid, p. 134
38 . Hansar%, Op. 83%*, Vol. 361, p. 1395
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r. Btnvele;- Hill said nothing had been s.iid
about how improyements on farms were made by the landlords
«t0 notoriously anaer-let. ihe improvements were therefore
tae by trie landlord - out of the rent which should have
been the land.lords if he had chosen in When free-sale
was established in a case life this, how could injustice
to the landlord be prevented.

Mr. 'Disraeli said, "Under the guidance of the
right honorable Gentleman we have legalised confiscation;

re have consecrate sacrilege, and wc have condoned high

treason. 140
The 3 ill Passed the douse of ,ommons July 19,
IcBIl - lyes 220 - hoes 14 - _Maj.ority 206.
39. Ibid, p. 1398
40. Ibid, p. 140C
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IMPOHTAIIf AIUEIDMMTS MADE IIl THE LAUD BILL
G- 1881 BY PHD HOUSE OP COMMONS IK COMMIT!IEEE

Hr. Planket proposed an Amendment in Clause 7
(Determination "py the Court of the rent of present
tenancies) which he thought would be ~ust to the landlords.
The Court was not to allow the tenant any compensation for
improvements where it had satisfactory evidence that the
improvements had been made by the landlord and not by
the tenant.l

Dr. Cummins proposed .an Amendment by which when
a tenant wished to sell his tenant-right, the landlord
wo.ld have the right, of pre-emption, and he could deduct
the arrears of rent out of the purchase money. He thought
that this was the best way to protect the landlord’s rent.E

Mr. >Y. L. i-'oster moved that the Land Commission
should once in every year after the year 1881 make a report
to the Land Lieutenant as to the proceedings under the
Act and every such report should be presented to Parliament.

The Attorney General for lIreland, Mr. Law
proposed the following Amendments, first, an amendment which
gave anyone who so desired to do so a chance to take any
case which was to be heard before the Civil Bill Court to

the Land Commission and the Commission would then be the

1. Hansard, On. Cjt., Vol. L6B, v. 900
k Ibid, p. but
8. lbid, Vol 863, p. 1630
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Court before Which the case was tried.4

Second. An Amendment by which the Land Commission
might if it wished or on the application ox any party to
any proceeding pending before it, have the case taken to
Her Majesty's Court of Appeal in Ireland. The decision
of this Court was to be final and conclusive.D

Third, An Amendment which he thought was
necessary in order to prevent the Courts from being
overworked. When a landlord resumed possession of a
tenancy from a present tenant, he might if he wished
reinstate the tenant in his holding if the tenant and
landlord could agree on the rent to be paid, such rent
should be considered a judicial rent and have the same
effect ae if it .ere fixed by the Act

Fourth, he proposed an Amendment which he
thought -was necessary to aid the tenants. The tenant
could let land to be used solely for the growing of
potatoes or other green crops, if the land were properly
manured, and also he could let land for temporary
pasturage. In neither case would this be sub-letting as

forbidden by the Act./

Fifth. an Amendment to prevent the tenant

from obstructing the landlord. It gave the landlord or

Hansard, Ope ~xt>e, Vol. H63, P. 1015
. lbid, p. 1074

. Ibid, Vol.. co4, Pe 56 _
soHansardyOpin0ish*, /QF< Mify p- 1155
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any person authorize! by the landlord, the right to enter
upon the holding for the- following purposes

Alining.,, or taking minerals; quarrying or taking
stone, marble, gravel, sand, brick clay, fire clay, or
slate; cutting or taking timber or turf; opening or

king roads, drains, and water courses; viewing or
examining the state oi the holding and all of the buildings
or improvements thereon; hunting, shooting, fishing or
taking game or fish (J?

Sixth, an Amendment to change the scale of
compensation in regard to disturbances. Where the rent
was above 300 pounds and not exceeding 500 pounds the
compensation for disturbance was not to exceed two years'
rent. Where the rent was above 500 pounds a sum not to
exceed, one years’ rent. Different suggestions were made
ixi regard to this scale, iaken to a vote it was carried
dy a ma,oritly vote of Z0O.*“

Seventh, an amendment to the Clause to determine
a f._,ir rent when making a revaluation of rent. 'The Court
must first hear the opinions of both the landlord and the
tenant, consider all the circumstances of the holding, and

It might then determine what was a fair rent.lJ

8. lbid, » 1164
9. Hansard.,, Op. Pit.. Vv01.1262, p. 1575

10. Ibid, Vol. 003, p. 1987 *
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Highth, an Amendment to determine in what case

a landlord might compel a tenant to quit. 'The landlord

might compel a tenant to quit when he did not pay his

rent. The Court might if it saw fit, for any judicial

reason restrain the action of the landlord.11

Mr. Gwari proposed an Ameminent which he thought

necessary to protect the tenant. The frees planted for

shelter by the. tenant or his predecessor which are
necessary for shelter and also turf required for the use

of the holding were not to be taken by the landlord.

Mr. 1. 1. Foster proposed an Amendment which

provided that the sum of money to be expended for

emigration was nob to exceed £00,000 pounds in all, and

one-third of that sum was to be expended in a single

Mr. Parnell objected to £00,000 pounds being

year

expended. He thought that 100,000 pounds was enough for

Ireland may have good harvest and emigration would not

be necessary. The amendment was, however, made.1™

W a. Poster proposed an amendment by

Mr.
which the tenant could borrow money from the Government

to improve cottages or to build new cottages for the

laborers. The sum loaned was net to exceed 100 oanus

and was to be borrowed under the Landed Property

11. Ibid, p. 1990

1s« loiu, 70-- 0n, 1. 113a

In. Hansard, On. Clb , Vol. £60, p. 960
14. Ibid. p. 96£
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Improvement Acto. He told how badly housed the laborers
were. Die Court was to be authorized to compel the
tenants in certain cases to make these improvements

Hr. a. -toore objected to the Amendment because
he tnought that the Government had already conferred boons
enough on the tenants and he felt that they should do the
improvements without Government aid. 16

Hr. Parnell moved an Amendment so that when an
action for the recovery of .rent was taken into Court either
before or after the application was made by the tenant to
have a judicial rent fixed., the Court might sustain the
action for the recovery of the rent until the court has
fixed the judicial rent. This was to prevent the landlord
from taking his case into a Civil Bill Court or any
Superior Court and after receiving a judgment against his
tenant, after two days sell the whole interest of the
tenant in his holding. This would cause landlords to sue
tenants when they -wished to get rid of them.17

After making these important Amendments the

oial was sent to the Lords who before going into Committee

expressed their opinions about it as follows—

15. Ibid. ,p. 1511
1C. lbid, p. 1515

17. Karisard, On.
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OPI810S3 GrIMElr BY ffis HOUSE OX LOHPS BHPOHH GOIHG
IHTO GOIi&IITTLb Oil THE LAUD BILL OX 18Dl

lord Carlingfood expressed his opinion that
uncertainty of tenure was a pressing grievance by all
classes of tenants. It paralyzed all exertions and
placed a fat*! impedimeat in" the way of improvements
The Irish tenant wanted protection not so. much against his
ac ;uai as against’his possible landlord. He was always
in Xe x of a change c: ownership. [I'here was a widespread
feeling among the tenants that it was dangerous to
i. prove. This was fatal to the land situation. '"There
was no such thing in existence as freedom of contract in
Ireland between landlord and tenant for the loss of his
farm was to the Irish tenant the loss of his livelihood.
An Irish tenant will too commonly submit to almost any
terms rather than undergo the pains and penalties of
evictionThe landlord on seeing a piece of property
im -roved told the tenant to get cut or pay a higher rent/?
The; Marquess of Salj siary explained how the
Irish tenant acquired new pro -e’ty - a tenant right of
nd* he did not buy it; he Sid not earn it; but he got

because at a certain moment Hr. Gladstone and the

use of Commons went to sleep. In a statement made by
1. Hans&rd, Op¢ Vo3.. £64, P« Loo

£. loil, p. w33J

3. Ibid, u. L45

4. lbid, pe L46
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the Prise Minister he admitted that it was not perceived
by any one during the passage of the Act of 18. that the
foundation of tenant-right was being laid and the House
was not fully conscious of the result of what it was doing.
I'he object was to fine the landlord for ejecting the
tenant. Of all forms of legislation that done by
inadvertence is the most strange and the most alarming.

Lord O'Hahan believed that it was necessary
that there should be legislative interference to protect
the tenant from an arbitrary increase of rent, ihe
landlord now coulo raise the rent at any time as much as
he pleased, +ihe Land Commission suggested that such
arbitrary power should be restrained by law, and the
tenant protected in that respect. If a fair rent was
all alandlord exacted, he would lose nothing if a judicial
rent were fixed.0 Parliament by unjust laws had ruined
trade,manofacturing , and commerce in Ireland. This
deprived thousand- of families in Ireland of their means
of livin ', i’'he condition which now existed in Ireland
was due to this cause and not to the fact that the Act
of 1870 gave the i nrovaments which the landlord claimed
to the tenant.7

ihe iiaroueas of iiansdouae approved of the Act

5. H&hsmrd, Op. Pit., Vol. £64, Pe 406
6. Hansard', Op. Clt., /oi. 064, p. 47.

i. Ibid, p, 474
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i for it conferred upon a large number of peasants of Ireland
the possibility of ownership of land whichewould encourage
them to thrift and industry. They would thus be given
the idea that their future success or failure depended upon
thernselvesF% The B ill, however, limited its advantages to
those already on the land who would be liberally endowed
and given the power to sell .whit they had not bought. The
future tenant got none of these advantages. They must
pay two rents one to the tenant and another to the landlord.®
The landlord would be deprived of two privileges of
ownership - the right to determine whether he would or
would not let his land and the right of selecting the
person to whom he wished to let it.I0 His opinion was that
in many places the improvements were made by the landlord
i or not made at all

The Marquess of haterford expressed as his
opinion that giving millions of the landlord’s property
to the tenant would so strengthen the tenants position
that they would start a g-resh agitation. In regard to
the Land Laws of dreat Britian up to the present time
Parliament had rarer interfered with the rights of property-

id whOOw | t+ oYy good full compensation

. Hansard, gjo. Git., Vox. 264, p. 2 78
* 1bid , o 289

10. lbid, p. 290

;21 lbid.,, p. 294
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was given for the property. The Act would dismember

the Empire. The Irish people would be made to believe

that all they have to do in the future was to agitate

and they will then get anything Which they wanted* This
agitation was led by men who wished to destroy the
landlords of Ireland.T he Act whould be a sir pie measure
which granted the tenants large advantages, but it should
give the landlord's full compensation for what was taken
from them .~ Under the Act of 1870 they purchased their
tenant right paying in full for them. The tenant under
this Act has a right to sell what the landlord nail for.15
The lower the rent, was on an estate the higher the tenant
right noaid become.10 In regard to emigration, he said
that whenever England found Ireland hard to govern a
wholesale depopulation of Ireland was proposed as a remedy,
It was a poor thing that a rich Empire could not find a
better remedy than confiscating the landlords’ property

7

and depopulating Ireland.1 The present state of Ireland

had been brought about by the weakness of the present

Government.18

18. Hansard, O, . Yol. 864, p. 506
Xv* Ibid, p. 507
14. lbid, Pe 309
15. Ibid, p- 615
16. Ibid, px 314
17. Hansord, Qp, Cit., vol 864, p. 518
18. lbid, p. ALY
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The Earl of Dunraven said in a most forceful manner
that if the Bill passed Parliament without the principle of
confiscation being recognized., it would be the most unjust
measure that had ever been approved by any Legislative
Assembly in a civilized community. The Bill revolutionised
the system of land tenure which was unwise .19 It deprived
of property an important class of the community without
giving them any compensation. It introduced a change in
the habits of life and the social position of theggreater

p.rt of the population of Ireland. This was revolutionary £0

Bifle i It would root to the soil a pauper population and it would
thus lay the foundation for more famine ana more agitation.
It would organize pauperism and paralyze capital.nothing
would be left in Ireland except peasant proprietors who
hated England and regarded it as a foreign country.y’
! Hr. Gladstone said that all the grievances of
l.-eland were Hire branches growing out of the trunk of a
woisonous tree. "The tree", he said, "is Protestant

ascendancy, as ak ins® Protestant ascendency we are

banded together to make war gras

Barl Xv ravea's anawer to . Gladstone was that

Protestant ascendancy must be good for it was identified

wita Bnglisn ascendancy .«

19. Ibid, p. 91
£0. Ibid. n. 334
21. Hansard, Op. Vol. 264. p. 337
22. Ibid, . 346
5. Ibid. p. O4ii
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IMPOHTAJST AIffiLDMEI'ITS MADE.BY A COMMITTEE OF THE
HOUSE OF LOADS. TO ME LACD BILL OF 1881

The Earl Cairns moved the following Amendments
First, vrnenevor a sale of tenancy was made against the
tenant, it must he deemed to he made by the tenant and th
landlord must be paid the money due him first out of the

purchase money. This eliminated judgment creditors from

e

making such sales ana safe-guarded the landlord’'s interest.”®

beeend, Whenever the landlord was notified hy the tenant
an intended sale, he must give notice within a prescribed
time of the money due him. He might purchase the tenancy
for such an amount if no higher hinder was found. He
felt that it was no more than right to give the landlord
the right of pre-emption. This Amendment would prevent
the landlord from loss if the tenant tried to sell for
less than he owed the landlord.”

Third. Earl Cairns s ii that the original Bill provided
that land cases should be heard before a Commission, hut
where the parties concerned were dissatisfied, two such
Commissioners could he called in. He Amended the B ill

so that cases wen. heard before all three Commissioners.
In case of illness of one member the case might he heard

before the other two. To this he added that any person

of
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aggrieled by the deeision of the Land Commission might
appeal to Her Majesty's Court of Appeal in Ireland.3
Jhe Harl of timberley introduced an Amendment
to prevent tenants from such dividing or sub-letting
their holdings without the consent of the landlord.
Lari Cairns added these word®, "Any Act done by the
tenant contrary to this law shall b* nil?" and void."”
livery member agreed to this Amendment being a great
necessity as protection to the landlord.
fhe Karguess of IVaterford moved the following
Amendments -
i?irsi., If a tenant was required to quit his holding
during the continuance of a statutory term in his tenancy
because of a breacn of the law, he should not be entitled
to any compensatio ;i for disturbance.
Second. He suggested an Amendment to protect the rights
of the landlord on his ‘property. He'proposed that
during a statutory term of tenancy all mines, minerals,
coal-pits, tar an stone should be considered the
property of the landlord except such of these as had
been given to the tenant before the passage of the Act.’
fhe Earl of Limerick proposed to amend Clause

16. when building cottages for laborers they should not

3. Hansard .Op. Cit., Vol. 264, p.

4. lbid, p. 738
Dn Hansard, On. Cit., Vol 264, p.

6m_lbid, p. 794
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sxceeu. one cottage for every twenty-five acres of tillage
ana contained in the holding. He considered that the
building of several cottages on small farms was an evil.7
. hord G-reville thoughi that the land Commission
Vhas burdened with work so he proposed to leave one of the
Clauses- out of the B ill. This Clause to be left out
provided that the land Commission before buying any land
should satisfy itself that a resale could be made without
my loss and that the purchase would be able to work tho
folding, profitably -0
The lari of Pembroke moved an amendment by
which if any tenant or ilia predecessor caused a holding
become deteriorated contrary to the expressed or
imp: Led conditions of the contract, the landlord might
male application to the Court to -have such conditions
removed, before the end of the tenant's term. This would
prevent tenants from letting their tenancies deteriorate
so as to have their rent reduced after the expiration of
the 15 year’s lease."

lord Clarinyfora proposed the following

Amendments -
Hirst the landlord and the tenant were to have the right
during the last H months of a statutory term to agree

as to what was a fair rent of a holding. And after this

7. Ibid . p. ibi> .
8. Hansard, Op. Pit Vol. noa, Pe 10
p. rbid: o. Sir
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cl&ration was filed in the Court it would have the

i&e exfect in all respects as if the rent had "been
fixed by the Cou'rt.Xw
Sscpnd, he proposed an Amendment to protect the landlords
;0 very often had trouble by tenants sub-dividing their
holdings. He proposed an Amendment by which tenants
were forbidden to sub-divide their holdings or sub-let
ay part of them without the consent of the landlord.JA

the Marquess of Salisbury moved the following

Amendment r He proposed to leave out a Clause which gave
a tenant power when an action was brought against him to
recover a debt, to apply to the Court to have a judicial
rent fixed. AIll actions against him would then be
uopen:ed until the Court saw fit to fix Ms rent. The
espite gained would b* of much importance to the tenant.
He states that this extraordinary- Clause was most unjust
because any tenant who had not paid his rent to his
dan.:lord, or his Interest to his banker, or any other
Leg 1 debt, could have action against him deferred by

irmly making application to the Court to have a judicial

tent” fixed ,12
fhe Earl of fononghmore. moved an Amendment to

j.se the old scale ox Compensation in <wxe Bill of 1670
%[O Ibid, p- 318
Hansard, Op. Pit+, uol. c-64, P*

10. 1bid _p. 96

67
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i,

its this Bill gave a 15 year lease renewable for life. He
;nought the scale was entirely too high which applied to
tenants paying 500 pounds to 1000 pounds.138

fhe harguess of hansaowne moved an Amendment
v which after the passage of the Act tenants he forbidden
to erect any dwelling house in addition to those already
jn the holding, and not allow to be used as a dwelling-
ouse any building not previously' used for a dwelling-
aouse before the passage of the act, except by consent
3f the landlord.1- He stated that upon a small holding
scarcely sufficient to accommodate a single family
were often found four or five families huddled together
under circumstances of the greatest misery. I'ne buildings
which they lived in were not fit for human beings to
[live in.13

The Dalie. of Argyll proposed the following
Amendment ~ When, before the passage of the Act the present
landlord or any of his predecessors had purchased the
tenant's tenant-right and .paid him for it, the landlord
should have the right to apply to the court to nave the
money so paid returned to him. a.ll fines collected and
increased rent were to be deuuctea xroxn the landlord s

money so paid by trie Court.'16

13. Kansarr, Op. Pit., Vol. 264, p. 818
14. lbid. p. 79U

15. lbid, p. 791

16. Hansard, Op. | Git.., vol. 264, p. 7/«
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j'lne Lora Chancellor objected to this Amendment
fcjir the landlord was to be paid by the present tenant and
many cases he was not the one who had received the
oney.-' i’he Amendment passed by a large majority vote.19
Ahe Sari of Lunraven proposed an Amendment by
lich the landlord could after the passage of the Act,
without the tenant so desiring, buy the tenant-right of the
tenant, ax'd reiet his holding if, he wished.
Lord Olarllngford objected to the xMaendment
bseause it would defeat the purpose jf the Government
ia making a period of 15 years rest after the passage
I the Act of 1881.
The Luke of Argyll supported the Amendment. He
sjuid that the policy of the Government was wrong for if
andloro wished to consolidate his farms he would hot
ble able to seep them in his hands for 15 years. She
landlord should not be prevented for 15 years from doing

ith his "TOperty what was to his advantage just to

tease the hand ﬁoago.tf. 19

After making these Amendments the B ill was sent
back to the House of commons. After considering the Lords’
mendmeats the House refused to accept some ox them and

have their reasons which are explained as follows,

17. Ibid, p. 779

1c. Ibid, v- 780
19. Hansa Op. Vol. 264, p. 955
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THE HOUSE QE COMMONS' BISASHSfi TO SOME 0? THE HOUSE OF
LOIffi.3" AtfEMDMENhTs .AdV STATE THEId SEASONS EOd SO DOI-G

They objected to the Duke of Argyll's Amendment
to allow ¥he landlords a right when a etenancy was sold to
ap:17 to the Court to get the money which they had paid
for the tenant-right before the passing of the Act,
deducted from the tenants' sale money. The following
reasons were given - The landlords already got this money
through increased rent.1 The Commons inserted these
words - Provided that it is the opinion of the Court that
the landlord shall not have been compensated by an
increase oZ rent or .othe rwise

The,House or Commons objected to the Earl of
Aimberley's Amendment to orevnnt tenants from dividing
Or subletting without the consent of their landlords.

The Attorney: General for Ireland changed the wording to
read the land may be sub-let for the purpose of growing
rotatees and green crops if properly manured.3

The Commons objected the Marquess of Waterford's
Araen.ment to give the stone, coal, minerals, etc. to the
landlords. Their property ms in no way affected by the
ICi » Such an Amendment suggested doubt about the

landlord owning the mines.A

1. HansardJ On. Git., V'ol. 264, p. 1635
Vo 1bid, 0. 1392
3. Ibid, p. 141-
4. Hansard, Ov» cit., Vol. 264, p. 1636
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lite House of Commons objected to the Amendment
oi the Earl of Belmore by which when the landlord or his
predecessor' had purchased the lister tenant-right, it did
not come under the general provisions of the Act of 1881.
..r. Gladstone said that the object of the Amendment was
to exclude the tenant fro a the benefit of the sale oi
the tenant right. He proposed to insert the words
"where the improvements have been made ana substantially
maintained by the landlords."?

She House of Commons objected to the Marquess
of Salisbury’s Amendment which provided that no redaction
should be made in the landlords rent because of money
Paid by the tenant or his predecessor in title otherwise
than to the landlord on coming into Ms holding.0 fhe
House of Commons decided that there were many cases
in which the money so paid by uhe incoming tenant ought
to be considered in determining what was a fair rent.

In Ulster such yment represented the real value oi
The House of Commons objected to the Earl of

Pembrohe’s Arenment to prevent tenants irem letting

the tenancy deteriorate because it v Id be unjust to

www.manaraa.cao



refuse a 6enant's upplication to have afair rent fixed
i;ecause one ot his predecessors had committed some act
f waste”

1'he House of Commons disagreed to the Earl
cff Limeriekis Amendment which limited tiie number of
gott-ages built for laborers on holdings to. one for
every twenty-five acres, because it would prevent the
building of laborers' cottages even with the sanction
x the Court unless the holding contained the full
ejxtent of tillage. The Court should be left some power

aeterrnining tnis mat.ter.

The House of Commons objected to the Earl of
f Dunraven*s Amendment which gave the landlord, without
ijjne tenant so desiring the right to purchase the tenant-
ight after the passage of the Act and relet his holding
f he So desired. It was expedient that for sometime
after the passage of the Act the right of pre-emption
houid not be used to defeat the object of the Act by

extinguishing present tenancies with the view of creating
1a
uture tenancies in their stead.

The House of Commons disagreed to the Amendment

of the Earl of Donouahmore to change the scale of

compensation for disturbance to the same as tha<- used in

8. ibid, p. 163? i}
9. Hansard, On. tit Vol. £64, P* 1638
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1870 as tiie Bill of 1881 gave what was practically a
15 year lease renewable forever. The House of Conanons'
reason for rejecting the Amendment was that the existing
provisions for disturbance had been found to be
insufficient
i'he House of Commons disagreed to the Amendment
of Lord Garlingfora to allow the landlord and tenant to
fix the rent during the last twelve months of a statutory
term. This arrangement was to have the same effect as
if it were fixed by the Court. The House decided that
it was best to leave the matter to the Court as there
may be cases where the landlord would fix an unjust rent. 1
The Commons disagreed to the Lords' Amendment
to leave out Mr. Parnell's Amendment wnich gave the Court
power when a landlord brought a suit for the recovery of
rent or damages to stay the suit if the tenant made an
application to have a judicial rent fixed, until the
judicial rent was fixed. They thought it necessary to
stay tiiie suit until the Court determined what was a fair
rent and also the value of the tenancy.I

The Bill was again returned to the House of

Lords who refused to acceA the changes made by the

11. Hansard, On. (Lit , for. 364, P* L6S6

IE. Ibid. p. 1638 .1
13. Hansard, On. Pit.. vol. ™64, p.
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Commons and stated their reasons for so doing as given in

the following pages —

IHB HOUSE OF LOHDS INSISTED Oil THE FO110AIMG
1JSI&IMMTS ftHIOH THE HOUSE Orl COMOflb REJECTED

The House of lords insisted on their Amendment
ttyat the tenant should he made aware by express declaration
at because of causing his holding to have deteriorated
vfsntrary to tne implied conditions, the Court may refuse

ah application to fix. a fair rent. 1
The lords insisted on their Amendment that
tifio landlord should have the right to buy out the tenant-
ght if he wished and re-let his holding after the
ssage of the Act. They believed it desirable that the
rsfwor of resumption should be subject to as little
restriction as was consistent with the interest and

1i/\

claims of the owners.~v

The lords insisted on their Amendment which
ri;/ted that the mines, minerals and coal pits were the
xciusive property of the ian.djord during one conti..oance
of a statutory term and the tenant sb.ouio. have express

n>tiee thereofe ft would be very uaduse oonerwise *

14. Hansard, Op. tit. Vol. 264, p. 170c
15. Ibid , p. 1708
16. Ibid, p. 1708
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i'ae Lords insisted upon the Aarl of Donoughmore’s

amendment that the scale of coaspensation for disturbance
should be lowered. -hey believed it should be as low as
e scale for the act of 1670. It v;as necessary to place
el'oser lim it upon the sun: to be given as compensation
£cr distnrbanee. 1/
I he House of Lords insisted on the Amendment
proposed by the Bari of Belnore that, if the landlord
or his predecessor had purchased the Ulster tenant-right
bejfore the passage oi the Act, the tenant had no right
tc sell the tenant-right. fhe House of Commons inserted
tl e v/ords the improvements have been substantially
maintained. i’he Lords objected to these words for they
Slight exclude cases to which the Clause should apply.18
'‘fhe House of Lords insisted that Mr. Parnell's
M eadment which gave the Court the power when a landlord
biought suit against a tenant to recover rent or damages,
tne tenant made an application to the Court to nave
judicial rent fixed, to stay the Action of the landlord
uttil a judicial rent was fixed for the tenant. The
Lcrds thought it was unjust to creditors to postpone the

mo for recover”; of their ~ust deots vvithouo relieving

17. Hansard, Op. Cit., Vol. 264, p. 1708
10. Ibid, p. 1708
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them from obligations to which they are themselves

liable
The Bill was again returned to tho Commons with

the reasons why the Lords coaid not accept some of their

Amendments»

19. Hansard, Op. Pit., Vol. 264, p. 1709
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followASe ameadmeuts .rejected by xsb house op

41i2)s "73x?S IN.SISIBb UPON 3Y THE- HOUSE OP COMMONS

i'ne Commons insisted that the Amendment of the
Carl of Donoughmore to lower the scale of Compensation for
disturbance be lowered, could not be accepted because the
scale was necessary for effectual protection of the tenant”

The Commons insisted that the .amendment which the
lords insisted upon which gave the landlord the right to
buy the tenant right and re-let his holding after the
passage of the Act, he rejected because it was desirable
that for sometime after the passage of the Act that the
tenanp Should not be disturbed.”

The Commons insisted that the Earl of Belmore’'s
Amendment which stated that if the tenant or his predecessor
has purchased the Ulster tenaht-right before the passage
of ths Act, such holding would not be subject to the
conditions of the Act of 1861, be rejected because it would
place some of the Ulster tenants under a disadvantage not
i,'nposed on tenants in other parts of Ireland.5

Ihe Commons agreed to the Marquess of Waterford’s
Amendment that all mines, minerals, coal am tar were to
be tr € property of the landlord except such as were given

thhe tenant before the passage of the Act, but they added

1. Hansard, O£. Citl, Vo'l. 264, p. aUOi

2. lbid. p. 201C~
Hansard, On. Pit., Vol. 204, p.
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these: words which they insisted on - "Subject to such
rights in respect tcereof as the tenant under contract
oi tenancy subsisting immediately before the commencement
oi the statutory term was lawfully entitled to exercise.”®

The Commons disagreed to the Earl Pembroke’s
Amendment that when a tenant made application in Court
to have a judicial rent fixed, the Court may deny such
application'if the tenant or any of his predecessors
has allowed the holding to deteriorate, until the tenant
has performed such duties as it may think proper. She
Commons disagreed because the object of the Amendment
was already provided for in the equities Clause.0

The Lords finally agreed to the decision of
the House of Commons and the B ill passed, and received
the loyal Assent August 22, 1881. As the Land Acts of
1874 and 1881 did not succeed in creating the peasant
proprietory so much desired for the peace ana welfare

eland, and as it was evident that no land legislation
would succeed unless the Government supplied all oi tne
purchase money, Lord nsabourne presented to tne House of
Lords another Land Bill oy which the Government furnished
tne entire purchase price to tenants who wished to buy

their holdings. The nature of the Bill was as +oilowe,-

4. lbid, p. 2010 _.
I

88:
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LAUD PUBCHASE BILL FOd IBELAUD PBESUHTED TO THE HOUSE OP

LOitDS, JULY 17, 1885 BY THE LOHD CHANCELLOH OP IBELAUD,

LOBD ASHBOUBUE

In presenting his Purcnase of Land. Bill the
Chineellor stated that it was hit; intention to introduce
a Bill short and workable and which would present as few
points of contention as possible. The principle of the
Bill was that the landlords and tenants were left to
act according to their own discretion and on examination
of their own interests to do as they thought right. The
purpose of the Bill was to create a peasant proprietary.
The Land Act of 1870 contained the germ of the B ill. It
granted two thirds of the purchase money to those who
desired to purchase land.~ The Clause did not work well
for in 11 years the Act only succeeded in establishing
870 peasant proprietors.

The Band Act of 1881 increased the advance of
money from two thirds to toroe-fourties. D_.tvn to 1885
niy 750 peasants proprietors’ bought land, this way and
he whole sum expended was L58,0J0 pounds, me desire
f the Government was to establish peasant prop* ieto* se
he Landed Estates Court used to sera lane, at tne rate

(if 1.500.000 pounds a year but in 18b5 fcnere was a

1. Hansard, iol. 1S9, p. 1041
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in the land market and the amount of land sold
£0,000 pounds. She number of estates under receivers
and subject to expensive and costly machinery were in 1678,
45? in 1830, 565 ana in 1864, 1081.3 A committee of the
HouBp of Lords made the following report to Parliament in
1882 gafhere is a concurrence of testimony that no scheme
for verting tenants into proprietors which requires
tenanjts to pay down a portion of the purchase money, or
to y down a yearly instalment of it greater than the
rent is likely to be successful.”3
After Lord Ashbourne had explained the reasons
why further land legislation for Ireland was necessary
he outlined the Sill as follows - The State was to advance
the whole Purchase money to purchasers. One-fifth of the
entire purchase money was to be retained at moderate
interest in the haiids 0l the Land Commissioners until tae
tenant by equivalent payments, had oaid out a sum equal
to tae amount so -retained. Phis was co afiord protection
tnh© state. The Irish-Church Surplus which consisted of
75C,000 oouhds was also to be used by the government for
security. In 1869 when the Anglican Church was dieestablisned
in Ireland, this money which was paid to the Onarea in

tjpiss by the Irish was retained in Ireland to be used for

Hansard, fp- ro VO1l» 4% 042

lbid, p. 1043

L1I-
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cnantade purposes. The purchase money was to he-
aaTan ed to the tenant for a period of 49 years at 4K
intorest. - The Land Commission Court was to carry out
the tiOfisions of the Bill. The Bill provided for the
apnoi htment of two additional Land Commissioners who
Ware to hold office for three years, at a salary of
£ <X® pounds a year. The Land Commissioners were to
irve&Pigate titles at their own expense and make vesting
ordens -which; would cost the tenant neither time or
t"ouppe. i'o assist the Commission in that important

pahie officials were to he transferred from the

iSstates Court.

She Amount of State money to he provided in

tv 1x ing out tne provisions of the Act .was limited to
,0c0.000 pounds. 750,000 pounds of Church Surplus

was sjvailahie .as eecurity .7

The State retained one-fifth of the purchase

one belonging to the landlord for 1C years.0
The Bill was then discussed hy the House of
ora N before goirg into Committee wnere one following

nfavorable criticisms of the wording and terms o. tne

hi. were given.
Hansard. Ope Pitm _Ol. , p. 1046
&AL -£Q1 On. Cit.  Tol. £99, p< 1046
Ibid, p. 1056
I'old, p. 1061
Ibid, p. Ih6C
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Jiord Castleton said the Bill was too confined -

it was riot bold enough, The modes of transfer of land were

rilot clear in the B ill. Then there was the question of

neoclvotable right. If a farm were put. up for sale and
plot sold, the owner should have the right to re-purchase
it. This was not made clear in the B ill.S The owner

Vi'hen he sold was required to have a deposit guarantee of

cne-fifth and take one-fourth a» a mortgage on the holding.

If the debt were irrecoverable be would lose perhaps, both
sumsu The 3111 provided a Registry of Deeds Office instead
f 4 Becord of Title Office, where the work done wo'old
tefiiin to land transactions only. He hoped that this
1 fouid be changed.*”

The Irish Church Surplus should not be taken
at guarantee fund for it was a local fund connected
vioh Ireland and the land question was an imperial
s lon and should be treated as such, me xund on.Ouxd
>nl(y be applied to local needs sucn. as education.11 as
be] eved if tfie Bill were amended and passed it would
io nkcn to relieve Ireland*1£

2,0rd Denham tnousrnt tnat it was uar beouei tor

nant to be under a landlord than to purchase under

tiu Pprovisions of the Bill. In the course oii 40 yours a

Hansa:d E)%&;Oi.y»t Vol. Q% p. 117b
Ibid, p. 1180
H:aas&ii@yOp-- 01t t,. Ol A p.
Ibid , p* nao
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tenant purchaser v?ouid uave to pay 196 pounds for every
100 pounds Taorrowec . It was almost impossible for a poor
sonant to pay instalments and maintain his family.

Lord IriC'. loulu regretted that the Bill proposed
> give the workiug of the transfer of land to the
ddm.is sioners for it was necessary to appoint extra
Commissioners. He suggested to let the Landed Estates
Court do the work for they had little to do.14 He said

the land Commissioners fixed the price of 3and the
3;.1l would not work, at all. She independent land owner
wpuld not sell his land for one iota less than its value.ii

The Lords then went over the Bill more in detail

A Com? it tee where the following discussions took place —

IP.. Ibid, p. 1181
14. Hansard, Qf. Cj_ Vol. £9r. t. 1181

16. Ibid, p. 118h

www.manaraa.C



i’H2 LAUD PUSCHA0S ACT OP 1885 CONSIDERED IN A
CCBIHXfiftSU OF Ildh HOUSE OB LORDS JULY SI, 1885

THe Earl o.f onencer said that it was the
intention of the House to proceed gradually, and in a
sound way to increase the number of proprietors in
Ireland. It wished by this Act to raise up an independent
class of small proprietor's. She Bill proposed to proceed
to the amount of 5,-000,000 pounds:, hut we may here after
ncrease the amount .anu buy all of the farms of Ireland.
he Political difficult;/ appeared to Lira to be a serious
he as the State was placed in the p_osition of landlords
n lreland, aha this was grave responsibility for trie

t,0 assume, iifeemtenants’ cry was, n3o0 rentln and
s rrLkc against indi”luual landlords.L

What-ii-,there .noaid be a strike against the
3t& fne Act placed heavy burden on the taxpayers
f Lie- United Hingdom. ruere should be proper security
or this money. He thought that if the State only
ejdvAueed a part of the _.oney the tenant whosupplied

Wi, «ist of it would be interested in keeping up tne
turn .ties. It has been nroven, however, that no plan
cxc t the advanee-runf o' the entire amount will succeed «

her Sshould be a local body interested in looking after

1 Hansard, Qp» Pit», vo. . S'cr, .p* 154b
Hansard; - 0p» Pit».‘loxs <99, p. 1544
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tho farms and having full knowledge of the occupier. They
wo4ld look after payments and he a buffer between the
W. eminent aria the .occupier He thought the idea of
rgaining one-fifth of the money for security-was good,
years instead of 49 years was a long enough period
to grant for the payment of the money borrowed by the
titant. [I'hne Irish .Church Surplus has been used for
Education, Emigration and arrears of rent. [I'he Bill
locks ., this money 760,000 pounds for 49 years, jghe
G<M-eminent made grants of this money from time to time
to Ireland when it -was necessary. 'These funds were a
037efll to the country it. several ways**
fne Harguess .of Salisbury refuted some of.
1 Spencer’s objections to the .Bill. He said, local
ixxies In lreland && a 0 xi'er between, the State and the
t ji&nt would fail for .hoy would share the feeling and
3sion of the commao!ties from, which they were elected.
5> gyap&xuy .*wotlo he 1ltn the non-paying tenant, i.ney
»,d gather m resistance hard to deal with.0
reg&r& %o ttie m11j- B @B4eetion to the use of the Church
i-oiub, in iBoe it waB decided by Parliament to use these

N a Jlg esses ox iutti  bxYy suffering nncL uisiire tic *

| bid , 'p* 1346

d'(( rd_, 0,0é Olt *, VOl* imy 3 P a
& Ibid, ~ X3b
6* Ibid, g‘ 1353
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Sui'ry the Irish landlords have "been reduced to a state
of inevitable suffering and distress by Acts of Parliament.
| 44n also add to then; the unfortunate tenants.

The Duke of Argyll cited examplee to show how
undesirable it was to buy land in lIreland. A property
in reland was offered for sale. So bid beyond two. or
thxbe years’ purchase was received for it, and the property
was therefore- withdrawn. The occupancy of a holding was
out up for a bid. She holding which brought 80 pounds
;ilis rented to a new tenant for 800 pounds, fhese facts
shgsved tnat land is unsaleable and that occupancy has
risen enemausiy in. value.6 he thought' there was very
graint danger that so&e of the large tenants in Ireland
nay purchase their holdings on the very easy terms which
file Bill provided for the purpose of sub-divMing ana
su'd-'letting.y

Bari Spencer stated that the sum was limited to
betv-teen 3.000 Pounds ran 5,°C >0 =ounds.

fhe Buie of Argyll said that may he a holding
pepy desirable to sub-let. Tiis Irish Band Act prevented
su- -jdivision 'Cil the part of the tenant but there is notilug

rev .at the ianilora fro:. sub-dividing/1

. Hansard:, On. Git. Vol. , p.1354
* lbid. P- I"t6
Hansard, Op. 911  /ol. BGS, p. 1360
Ibidf P* 1360
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Lora Carllagfor& that the Bill went beyond the
bounds of 'wisdom and prudence in the enormous temptation
that it'held out to tenants to purchase the land which they
occupLtd. ike Bill put a.check on sthe landlord for tne
state retains one-fifth of the purchase money for 12 years.
There Is no check on the tenant who may be induced in large
nuabejr s to purchase their holdings under the advice of
some iterested leaders.”

Lord Fits garaid- said that the Bill was emphatically
on<: ¢ finance; every clause of it dealt with finance, The
Bi:.| for that reason should have originated:in the House
of Conaons,lc ffor this reason any changes made in the Bill
ay thte. house of Commons must he accepted by the Lords.

Lord Ash-bourno refuted some .objections made to
thi Liffl by Lari Bp&veo . So said several of the Lari’s
or ticisnis were | think 'Eie more or lest to save his
colkscience .because toe easares so far introduced by the
>0 er rjaeht were, found to be not workable. There Is at
prsstlit a block in the land market which interferes with
the welifare of Irela .~ It must-be remove”.-0

Tne Lari did oi suggest a substitute for the

tee money suggested in the -let - namely tho retention

o -fifth of too money.

|s Hahsand, Or-. Pit.. Voi. L9-, p. 130h

a0 jbin, p. Ih-"-
14 111, . 1300
i-> Ibid, o. 1360
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The hard stated that the liberal terms of
piirc aise mohey ia the :ill were a bribe to purchasers,
HB5 "02li eved that ahyoae acquainted with Ireland would
not tor a moment thin.i: AL the measure would cause @
headlong rash for land in Ireland . If there, was, .however,
such a rus-i the law of supply and demand would -again cone
ii;to !4 healthy state of operation.16 In regard to
otir'pLa& whurch launci ho lid not believe the fund would
ever se called upon- to tv.eet the deficiencies in the Act. 1’
Th© Bill pass Q -the house Of lords July 84, 1885

aiid was sent to. tne 'Coir.sons' who discuss. it very carefully

Borne Looked anon, it as @ landlords’ B ill. Borne of the

www.manaraa.Cf



OBISIGI3-3 GIVES If jiL. HO-T3K 0/ COPIOUS ABOUT fBE
1AN3 PLVWOHAui. A®.  =? 1885 BJOOdE GCUG IFTO COLIMITXEE

Mr» 8exton asked the Chief Secretary .for Ireland
tfo ,?ive the names of the two new land Commissioners who
erf to be appointed.

The Chief Uecrotar.u refused to reveal the names
lor whenever new Oomiciss.Loners were to be appointed, the

itamos of the gentlemen to ct appointed created more
?xc .tement and -interest tcan the whole of the other

revisions in the Aet.x he explained the terms of the

fill. The sale was to be a voluntary act of the landlord.

Oae-*fifth of the purchase money was to he deposited as a
uar .n'fcee fane . The areas.so money was to he advanced
I 1or .forty-nine years at t era.;;ye ox 4 rounds for 100
| ids. he feared t ..t tip Act might create jealous;/
l'ij-t eo tne purchaser an. other tenants., but if tne
1.. were adopted, thee; matters Would, adjust themselves *
11.. talker also insisted that the names -cf
ne Corntissione.;;" by whom the hill was to he carried into
fff et he given. The working of the. Act- would depend on
fie.8, persons. ie believed it was illegal to use the
;trish church fu..i to carry out the provisions of the

Bil a4 that if'tne Irish learned that the Act was

1. Hancara% Op. uit «, vol. *100, p. 10/0
Ibid, p. 1071
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massed to enable landlords to sell their land at an
noreased price, the Act would he a deaa letter.0
Colortel hing-Harman said that the B ill was
great disappointment to him. It was highly dangerous
and exceedingly costly . 'fhe Lana Commission would he
Appointed to harry out the provisions, of the Bill. Inis
icmralssiou riad rendered the provisions of the Land Act
of Ifcl nugatory. they interfered when a tenant wished
to purchase his holding. In Mayo a landlord and tenant
had agreed that th» -purchase price cf a holding was to
be 16| years purchase. The Commissioners interfered
and refused to advance three-fourths of the purchase
money 4 with the result that they themselves bought the
unfortunate proprietor out at It years’ purehat;e- i’he
cionuloov xn ir.rSh la.i rvs -Yp co lie aoixoxi, of ho -jana
Commission to 'whom it was propo.®hd to iatrust t.ue
carrying out of the oresent Bile..* lhe Landed liststes
-art w.aid be an excel uer.t tribunal for carrying out
-a nrovisions of the .Bill* fwo new up/muissioners were
to be appointed * 1%
of public money fhe
VI Xe il ®F oi .

given uo that tRe howse-could criticise them now.

iilanhard. 2+ C11~*

0.

4. Hansard, UPe 1 «
a. lbid. p. Xoi/c

6. lbid, p- 10TI
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Dhe Coramissloners were to he paid 2,000 pounds per annum,
Ten worth their Salt could not be gotten for that.7 fhe
dEL of 5,000,000 pounds put down for expenditure under the
Let s a sham. Nothing less than 20,000,000 pounds Would
ana olej the measure to he successful, fhe nr.onosal to
reserve one-fifth of the ourchase money was even a greater

sha.n.
Uichael Davitt had called the Bill a "Bill for
the relief of Pauper 'andlords.* He advised the tenants
no* purchase their holdings and he (Colonel K'iug-Haririan)
eel Leved the tenants would take hie advice,"f'3 In 1880, 241
applications to purchase, came before the land Commission.

hany of these were refused bp the Commission because the

prioe whs' too high, i'he nd Commission only allowed 16
yes g Ppurchase out t-> ousas; they had allowed 26 years
ana M years. In the former case the landlord was a member

of fob oresent Ooverament, and in the latter case a member

a I I
O tnp late Government. v

Colonel ffolan old not agree with Colonel Harman
.000,000 pounds 'was not a sufficient sum to aid the
po: €hlascrs for -he bclievT  that' there would not be 5,000,000

world of land o00J® before the new Parliament met.

ooi.nd
I that the most imoort&nt part of the Bill was
. . ,
i, P S e 000. '0. 1078
p. 1079

www.manaraa.col



92

‘Verrlojke.; by the Colonel - the-reduction of- interest
TOli 0 percent to'4 percent. He thought the purchaser
iiiould he allowed to purchase a few acres of grass land

1djo  ing his holding as. many tenants desired grass lang. 10

‘he machinery of the het was good and proper.11
hr. Lewis pointed out that the tenants who

‘ought under the Acts of 1870 and 1801 would he disappointed

jeeaus e they had n8dd o percent interest ana that those

ttg boight under the Act of 1885 had only to pay 4% and

;ha tie term of payment was extended from 06 years tp

.0 en 12

Hr. Shaw Lef.evre said it was the Landlords of
auji who. were urging the State to offer inducements

to their land. Share would not he much sale of

L.iix 1is- Ireland for the iuaoc Act of 1881 gate such

ecurity to the tenant tr,.t he- had ho desire to become

a ccnr ete owner. X& It Id he better for the Stube

L g+ € were some interred jug local authority which

w00.Lu be responsible' for tne"collection of the interes*t.14
Mr. it. A. Lieuson taought- that the Bill had

good points miic- should redeem it in the eyes of

eve as, It provided for the advance of the whole

Vol. 600, p. 1080

tansard, O'o.
Ib id, p. 1081

Ibid, .p. 1085
ldid , p. 1068
lbid, p. 1092
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arcttiadie money. The pure base money was advanced at a

3duleed rate of interest. The period provided for payment

is extended from 35 years to 49 years.1® He did not agree

itli Gdlonei King-Haman that the landed Estates Court

no4dlei be entrusted wita the working of the Bill. The people

ad no confidence in that Court.. He thought, a Sew Machinery

hoi-tld be created to deal solely with the land purchase.”
Hr. Parnell was very hopeful that the Act might
id in giving a final solution of the land, trouble.17 He

-hoijLgat that t was nor best to use the Church. Surplus

The hand CoSMiscion would, be likely to allow,-too
if they knew this security

'uni.
rigit a price for tuo land sold
iEs bepiM them. To retain one-fifth of .the purchase price
aohfcy would cause contention between the landlord and the

COXVI The tenant, would think that the landlord should

pay
.igh a price for their lad for the price of farm produce

w and they would- rot be able to pay it. The

The tenante t'-ould .be 'warned not to pay .too.

Wwae

adv es made by the State should be large. He wished
infer:, the house that i-ue much abused Land League was
formed to do nwhy wita- rue* rents end prevent landlord

OP Bion, evictioi ~u- &a'ble occopying tenants to

Hansard, 3 T« DO, 'Pe JIOL |
Ibid, Ve 1096

X0X0k y* 1 tif

Ibid, p. 1

Ibid, r. X1
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become owners of their holdings. These provisions seemed

nojv to be absorbed into the political creed of the

Cojiservativ e farty .

Ur. Thomasson agreed with Mr. Parnell that the
lie naht who parehasea ills holding may lose money for at
th 3 expiration of 15 years the rent would be lixely to
be reduced, The tenant would hocome discontented for
he would have to pay a higher rent to the State than
to the landlord.”*1 He thought that the State was running.
a great risk, It was to become the landlord of a large
pact of lIreland which was a most undesirable position for
tiie State ©e it Would nave to exact the rent to the
utmost farthing, The Bill was experimental and not a
final one. Snough of experiments had been tried already.gd

The Attorney Senoral for Ireland, hr. Holmes,

g plained to lelbnel ..inr-Harman why the- Landed Estates
.t choull hot be :n..rusted to carry out the provisions
tie Bill. The i:.; ee of the Landed Estates Court were

Ir tne .habit' of try! . large cases and had no practice
try lag senhiicasr between landlord and tenant, and

ey had already more «0rk in ha/id .than they were able

U &o.ci> |If the land Commission. carried out the provisions

of the Bill it wo< 'be carried out vigorously
, nso.re , hi" , Vol . 500, p. 1108
%2* * p. ne
bdl>. * - '
Hanear i, or- 1 '00, LI4
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Ur. Biugar considered the 3ill experimental -
i dommenceiaent with the question of Land Purchase. 2he
landlords should net be allowed too extravagant a price
frgm their tenants, i-he Commission should be instructed
if possible to use the 5,000,000 pounds to buy property

within the next three months.2°

rhe Bill was then considered by the Commons in
Co-froittee where the following opinions were given and

important Amehdments were made —

25. Ibid, p. 119

/%

ol LN ZJL?H
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THIS LAHI> PIttOHASS BILL OF IM&AKD CON8ID32HSD
IF COIIHIFLIiZ OF HOftSE Of CQHHOH3

fiIe.A.\'ttorr].ey Gen-er\z/illfgr. Iflg\ﬁg‘r\\yd, M(*Vl.jl(j)j!ﬁne,gc,
Nubifiitted to 'the House of Commons the names ox the two
gentlemen appointed as Commissionere - Hr. John McCarthy
vfho for many\}/?grs was a member of the House.of qupmons
cna was at present a Hub-Commissioner appointed to carry
out the provisions of the Land Act of 1881. He had
ar rled out the measures of the Act of 1881 in a spirit

lair ness and equity to, all parties concerned,  (1fee

econo. Comroitsioner was Hr. dtanfsi&ns Lynch who had
oeei a Registrar of t.e sanded Estates Court for many
rears and in that position had great experience in the
transfer of land. Hr. *.ynch had devoted himself to
the Question ox .v peartot proprietor arid had written
pon the subject./1 He believed that if the House
250 eited those names . Act would be carried out with
efi iciency, fairhectv, and equity.*

Hr. Horace ‘Davey beleived that trie State
was taking -a greet rie in .advancing all of the money
to the tenant without petting the proper security.
Is security provided in the Bill was illusory as only

o\ fifth of the mono, was retained and this had to

I. Hansard, On. tit.*, Vol. HOG, p. Jo~~
. Hansard, Qo» Gjt.», « oVvVv, t= xuv
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gliven up as eo.n as the tenant paid, one-fifth of the
frchase money. It should be retained until the tenant
aid Ipaid all of the purchase- money. The security of the
l;«<id depended on two -factors - the first the ability and i
willingness of the tenant to pay; the second the ability .
[ the Government to enforce i-ts '‘cower as a secured
realtor. If the Bill passed the State would be called
P04 for an advance o.i 100,000,000 pounds instead of
»0. 0,000 pounds .as provided for in the Bill."- The Bill
was a present to the tenants of the land in Ireland. It
was the English taxpayers who had to advance the money.
'Cftttfr parts of the nlugdo.st would ii&ewls'e ash for the
afro principle to be applied to them. The State .was.
placed in the peaision of a mortgagee. |If the State
uriled to enforce tat payment of annuities it would incur
the odium of a Is lord.4 It would be a good idea
establish 'an Irish rational hand hahh. The deposits
oe len-- to t e tenants to purenase their holdings,
I would mane do. Irish interested ip maintaining the
sus biiity of:-the system.
Ur. ginol-aldid-act agree with iir. Davey that
*§ decosit- money woe the- only security which the

Government had, for ir. tne corta of Irelanc toe tenant

5. Ibid, p. 16B4
1* Hsuisaro. p» Or -. >ox. 3yC, p. ldno

u. Ibid, p. IdBB
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right amoanted to more, than the value of the land and
ijhat security would remain in the hands of the Government
ntii the entire amount of advance was paid.0 He believed
hat the Government was now trying to make an effort to
Hudo some of the harm it had done in the past by bad
legislation.''

Sir George Campbell saw Irishmen in every
Quarter o\ the louse. He thought that the hill was
CO®ELh &% o0o tiQKA do an Irish question, The Bill was
framed to relieve the landlords. The landlords could
sell their lands for prices which they could .not otherwise
Obtain, The State was to purchase the land of Ireland
rom the landlords. [If the Bill passed it would soon
reach 200,000,006 pounds instead of 5,000,000 pounds.Q
He saw Irishmen or- all sides of the House. He thought
that the Bill-should not be treated as an entirely
L.r xah gllestion .v

Hr. Bryce said that one Bill involved groat
oolitlcal dangers because it would make Great Britian
the ..ortgag.ee of the laad of Ireland . This would
aggravate the diffic.!ties between t e two countries.10

Hru Seaton’s main objections to the Bill were

in regard to. the guarantee fund.®l He said that if the

u. Toid. p- Idat
7. lbid, u. 1600

B i3imdn n * «@OL+ . ey M
* POy, o« . hes
10. tdera”
K9m lsnt VOl » Ov'~r W* 0=
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tenants were required to pay yearly rent to the State in
hie form of interest, they might not be able to do so,
and as a result might have to borrow it from some banker
the rate of six or seven percent. Shis would exert a
rent hardship on the tenant who had purchased the land,
the Bill was illusory and really meant the guarantee of
four-fifths of the -ourchase money. As the tenant provided
the other one-fifth when he paid.his interest. The Bill
was very little more generous than the ~et of loci which
nan failed .~ The Government had plenty of security
without the deposit of one-fifth as a guarantee fund; It
lad the security of the holding itself, ana the security
of the Irish Churcn surplus. The interest of the tenant
as more valuable than the holding itself. The interest
rf the landlords e. d hue interest of the tenant should
be seourit.. enough for the State. The purchase money
liv0* loU be too high. It must- be a fair and equitable

The guarantee decosit would injure the landlord,
The landlord

re-it.i"
crioolo the tenant and yrejudice the Btate.
only owned about one-fifth of their land for they were
so highly .mortgage.L. The landlord 's tendency would be to
-un up the price of land and to place it at a figure

which the tenant would be unable to pay.’

.. Xoi 1, o. -vdoo
I=eiiVOB b dp o Pitey 01, OOv, 0 1CHY

14. Ibid, p. 1641.
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i'he Attorney General for Ireland, Mr, Holmes,
oib.looted to Mr* Sexton’s amendment. for if 5,000,000 pounds
of Stale money were advanced it .cast have adequate security
toV the payment- of. the money, ihe double interest in the
i f Id Lag - the. interest of the landlord and of the tenant -
VO..Id mane it -of-more vasuo for it would be considered as
tile value of a.-holding in 'ossession of a landlord.The
jtafe had to take into consideration the variation in prices
which would not be gre ter than one-fifth and for this
-rearon one-fifth as a deposit was necessary. fhe one-fifth
guarantee money would ordinarily be paid by the landlord
and he would get '5 percent interest on the money She
land . could raise money- oh the -deposit if he saw fit.
Mi. Sexton had spoi-cea about the llandlords raising the
;Iilr-ic,lfa-,,gf *purchase, but the Attorney ._G_*erleral exgli%i\?eq, tost
the price of purchase ©-ould not- ee'-raised''=1shout the
©potent of the fane. oornssie-slop.'v
. Mr, v~-lher said that the Attorney General -was
ronv 4i1hen he stated t-v-t-the landlord was. to make the
guarantee -deposit, the Mil only provided that the
laniiord should male it -hen. ae wap villing to do so.
fin; landlord could .only do it when' he was not heavily

encumbered

lib. Ibid, p. 1545
Id. HahSarl» @pe e VoIl 500, p. 1044
IT. lbid, p, 1645

heid , p. 154©
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Colonel ajag-liarroan -disagreed with the Attorney
litiat the xunilord eoxilrl /borrow money on the security
x the guarantee fu/h . _e thought that no one would lend
oney on a Security which owing to the. tenant not .paying
is instalments would, he likely to he snapped up by the
ommisston at anygiBoment.;*IQ
Mr. Eealy sail that the provisions of the Bill
cwjsre- illusory and taut it would do the tenants, the State
Jd the-landlords a iietlirot mischief. Inere was only
000,000 pounds allowed hy the Act for the purchase of
1*nd. Ihe Severursent wanted to settle the land question,
alt --the. had confined, the operation of the Bill to rich
.rinsers, large farmers, -aria people who'did not deserve it.
hese Were the onl: class who could get tne One-fifth
required. Ail the clost's were .rS&iuded from purchasing
the land- for they would not he able to pay tne interest
/Maui Per. 'he onl; way - poor tenant could get money
waa to borrow, it at * h;go rate at intsrest so he would
ofler the landlord & i ilwv& orice than t@ 1&l0OXQT& WOUXL
be J®xinea to ta=e e .ho:ed that fir. Sexton’s Arneulme
woVML he pressed- on tite Cornrhittee.a'l
MT e QURhM 'mlOvre agreediwith *xX* Oalx Kit

voaid be best to atlllvE tne Ou&rantee <Istus& okt oi uwic

L .- Hansard, On. \sh*, Vol. COO, p. 164-/

¢t |lden
Hansure . Op. .9-, vol» j?0, ri. 1640
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HI* Land in Ireland had often sold at 40 yearsl
oUre.dast hocau-se .11 1noluded th.e landlord ‘s and
tenant '~ interest. fhe security of the holding was

ute enough.23

first Goranissioner of sorhs, Mr. Pjunket,

mm surprised that Kir. Lefevre rec'omfflended that the
Goveminent should give up all the security proposed'in
the Bill by the way rf guarantee.lt would be a
d~parture from all precedent to ask the taxpayers of
Be country to advance the whole of the purchase money
w thout any guarantee ."5 He Recommended that the
Gtaruntee Clause be left unchanged. ”

Mr. f . a. Dickson also objected to Mr. Sexton’s
Ahendment whi_ch- would renter the Act Illusory and
unworkable .dI]r -He wished to give the Land Commissioners

wider range of powor and let them decide whether to loan

rec-fourths or oxe-ialf the- purchase price. These
iMetmmission’e "were amer the control of the treasury who
ila. ape’ that the' r hut amount of money was advanced

the 'Chancellor ox the nXchequer explained, to

ca,c hou.sse of Gommons that her Majesty’s Government looked

ifLo.Hansard, &
Gff» Ibid, p. 164b
MY* Ibid, o. 1649
25. Xbxtl, pe 1650
26. lbid, p» 1651

2V* ldem
£8. Sanaar.;., QOs* o Vol. 300, p. 1631
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uoon this guarantee fund as a matter of supreme importance
lin tne Bill. He did not thihk it just to the British
'taypayers, the taxpayers of Ireland or other taxpayers
of the other part of the United kingdom, that all-of
til4 purchase price be advanced without soma guarantee.
1M\ Government did not intend to do. as Idr. Dickson proposed
axle. give the Land Commission power to carry out the provisions
ox the act* . fhe Government was determined to adhere to the
guarantee depo.sie po

Ilr. Villjus Stuart, a landlord, said that he
|[no-led hr. Bexton. would withdraw his amendment. Of course
las a landlord he would prefer to get all of the price of
hid land instead of four-fifths, but if the.Amendment
carried it would wreck the Bill to the detriment of the
|[peasant proprietorship in Ireland.'30

Hr. Sinclair.also favored the withdrawal of Mr.
|Setton’s chimeat for fixe Exchequer imd explained that
like Government could not put the Bill before the taxpayers
Oof kngland-, Ireland and Scotland unless they retained the
fsourity of one-fifth of the purchase price.*-ri)I(

hr. Sexton still insisted that tne Government had

nty security without retaining, the one-fifth of the

ro> chase money. He quoted a peper read before the Statistical

. loin, ©* xo000 )
:[0. Hansaro, Op. Cit oi. 300, 0o ©
L. Ibid, d. 1666
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Society which'- afiated that even in Glare and Mayo, the
tenant's right was as great and even greater than' the
landlord's interest. The Land Commission having plenty

of security would run up the price of land.,3< He consented
to withdraw hie amendment if the Government would give up
the Church Surplus Puna guarantee. The Chaiicellor of tne
Exchequer consented that the Church Surplus would not 'be

insisted upon for sed'arity* v

oil. Idem
S3* Hansard, Op. Git.. Vol. 300, p. 1067
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IMPO-ifAxli* A&ISICDHEHfcS MA3Z BY THE HOUSE OB C®MOIi8
IH O002S£I'HJGE i'O THE HAND PURCHASE ACT OF 1885

Mr. Sexton proposed that the Clause relating
to the Irish Church Surplus would he omitted from the
original Bill a© it was agreed that the Sur plus Fund
was not needed for a Guaral\rlﬁtee Fu'ntlzl.

Mr. .aiuer proposed an Amendment by which if
the landlord who wished to sell his holding had a
mortgage or. it the Lana Commission may assume the mortgage,
andmahe it rayahie out of the purchase money. Her thought
that it was necessary to do this in order to give the
purchaser a clear title.p.

fhe Attorney General for Ireland. Hr. Holmes,
proposed that instead of allowing the tenants £,000
pounds to purchase their holdings, the sum should he
increased, to 3,000 -pounds with oermission to the
Land Commission to increase- it to b,000 rounds if they
saw tite

Mr. Sexton objected to this Amendment for the
ourrose of the 8111 was to he-rp the smalj. oehants our, .
The Amehue exit was passed with no turtixer objectionse

fhe .attorney General for lIreland proposed an

amen- meat by which the Land Commission could only -ourchase

Eaiirtrd, To* {R¥*, Yol . 30J, ;n
Ibid , p. 1686
Ibid, O. 1845
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estates when they were sure that four-fifths of the
hoidings would be purchased and four-fifths of the
pur chase price mid. inis, amendment was necessary in
ord r to prevent a small number of tenants from trying
to coerce the majority of tenants to buy when for sooie
reason or other they did not wish to do so

£he Chief Secretary, of Ireland ., Sir vVilliam
liar t Dyk-,. pro posed an Amendment by which the advances
mad a to the tenants in the Land Acts of 1870 and 1881
sheuid be made on the same terms as the avarices made

in the Act of 1885. i..is should be done in Order to

be air to the tenants who had already bought holdings.0
Mr . Sexton proposed an Amendment that in every

fra isactioh of the purchase of an.estate or holding, the

'lan® Goramission should retain not less than one-fifth
of ae pure*rhah© to satisfy the purpose of the guarantee
der-bsi-t 0
fae Ati,ornay CGeneral amended this by atrik Im
out the words or holding, fhe Amendment then passed.n
the Obiei Socr@o.sy. sir Williara fart Dyhe,
mov t'd an t036rbiSout by o', ion $0£80u& who had purchased

Asrxi ulider tlie Irisrv Lharsh Act Of 1866 would nave the

i oriv leges extexKieo to taeiii aw iiJ 6iG
Laos;.rd, roi = 500, p. 16Vo
lbid, p 3u66
lbid, p.. 150
1851
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Act of 1685 - rate of interest 2 1/8 per cent - and the
terit of pavraent 49 years instead of 55 years.b

OQo.i.uiel ninr-Harman proposed, an Amendment which
rensjired that a record of all land transfers should he kept
wit il she Clerk of react of the county in which the
transaction toot place.y

me attorney General for Ireland proposed an
URiOi»'Ament by which the additional memberhof the Land
QOnr-'Ir ssion should perform all the duties which were
required of the Oommissioners appointed under the Land
Act f 1881.10

Hie Attorney General for Ireland also moved
two Amendments in regard to court procedure.

The first Amendment gave any person who so
desilred to bring any question arising under the law of
the Act of 1885, before the Judicial Commissioners
sitting with the additional GotwnASsioners ao ointeu.-"-

fhe second Act gave anyone who was not
s&ti sfiecl with the decision of the Land Gomrissloners
an ooportunity to tare his case before the Court of
a ope in Ireland for a final decision '

ihc Bill passed the house of Commons

Aag-tfct 11, 1885.

8, Hansard , Op. <Cic, Vol. 500, p. 1696
9, Ibid, o. 185&

10.. Tbit, p. 1855
| . Hansard . Op. oit., Vol. 50c, p. 1800

i
If. Ibid. p. 1854
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1'he Irish Land Acts of 1870 and 1881 Were
formulated and introduced into Parliament by William
Gladstone* In regard to the character of this
great man Lord Salisbury in pronouncing his iequiera
on ..r * Gladstone sail, "He left a great example to
w/iich History hardly furnished a parallel of so great
Ohristian man.””

George Peels said of him. "In final conformity
w”™h his life, lir. Gladstone ere he departed made-a
tijovision for the future. He gave his best possession,
ails library, in. dedication and with endowment to the
people forever. O princely benefactor who raving
attax red vir tue and -visdom, didst plan to make as
vilr'tuous and vise. n(*

i'ae rand Acc of 1870 .did not settle the
agjrarian dill iculties of Ireland and proved a
di snppointr.erjt to. Parliament and to the Irish people
ny the provisions of the Bill the tenant was to receive
cagnpensation. for .impvovevents if evicted for any cause
ct \cr than the nofl-say:eat of rent. He wad also to
reseiv.compensation, for disturbance. Before the

passage of this Act tie improvements were always

Beefs, George. Im Memory of Mr. Gladstone,
dontem rare ry Aevicw. .London; Ire Contemporary
lew..Company;July-BDecember 1931, Vol. 140:£93-1

Ibid .
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cor Sid.ered the property of the landlord's in all the
IT 41and except In tTIster where it was the custom to
Corsider the improvements' belonged to the tenant, ihe
Act provided that the improfoments should belong to the
teatut. Mais transfer of property from the landlord
to thelitenant caused much opposition in the House of
Loris for many ox the Lords owned holdings. .However
on,account of the state, of.lawlessness ate distress
tea prevailed throughoat Ireland the Lords consented
to the Act for if the lawless condition continued
th&lr property would be valueless.

fhe landlords soon found a way of recovering
t (S price of the improvements which they had lost,
BI6 raised the rent a small amount each year and thus
reo”vered the price of the improvements, the tenant
h&T ng no other means of livelihood remained on the
hold trig and paid the exorbitant rent. In cases where
the rent got so high, that the tenants could not pay
it. they were evfetete Insecurity of tenure -and high
ren 3ohn became a problem.

the Bright Clause of the Bill which allowed
the tentLfit two-tliras of the purchase or
laaL frepi t he Goeeernment if he wished to
hoi if; C'only sueoeede.i in <lacing a few tenants, for

the temintb v&r. not able to furnish the

www.manaraa.c



of trie purchase price.

ihe Act van however of some importance for
it was a path breaker for better land, legislation
which was soon to follow.

Ihe land Act of 1861 was introduced by Mr.
Gladstone to remedy some of the defects in the Act
of 1670. By the construction of this Act Mr. Gladstone
showed great power as a constructive statesman. -The
Act marked the beginning of the solution' oi the most
difficult of Ireland's problems. |If created a Court
of A&hd Commissioner.:., who fixed the price of rent
wash when once fixer, vas to retain fixed for fifteen
years, during which time'-the tenant was'not to be
evicted except for non-payment of rent, Ehe tenant
was allowed to sell hie improvements at any time he
rUned to the hi -nest bidder in the market, fhis
Bill contained a Purchase Clause like the Bright
Clause in the Bill of 1670, |Ihe Government however
advanced three-iearths of the purchase money instead
of two-thirds as provided for in the Act of 1870.
Ilhe Act was attacked with bitterness by the property
owners ox both nouses or <?&lrmnent for it in teraereo.
with the rights of property holders destroyed freedom
of contract, and est- hiished that rent was. not to be

determined like tne price of otner things, by toe

111
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law ox supply and 'demand-. Over one hundred fifty

Ame-idraents were proposed to this Bill. [I'he dot after -
iMmeh alteration parsed Both -houses of Parliament and ﬁ_‘f}
reoeived -loyal assent. e

Perhaps the greatest obstacle to the success

this ~qgt, wan, the clumsy and unfair action of the

.Cot »t of hand Comtdasioners-. |lil-Hansard;:Parliamentary jt
Dteb:.tes, Yol. 2bb, p. J78B the following account was (IE)
givon about the -.dishonest acts oi..Sub-Commissioner _-_||?
MI pole. On July 12, 1881, Hr. O'Brien brought before .'£||
she House of Commons a number of charges against .Hr-r f

i/aXjaole. In a case brought before Hr. Justice O'Hagen %;t
h:, tried to impose a lease on- one of his tenants named Hiv
Eig pings which bound him fo renounce all claim for

comnensafion under the let of 1870 and also to renounce I

1

all claim for'--dampcn+ fi;p& in the future under any
safe necuent land Act teat might be massed. 1he farmers'
las site gave a .list of cases -prepared b;- Hr. James
Byrre J. ?-. in whioh the landlords -themselves reduced
the rent fixed b, kuris ioner Jal©ole. 1Ine "judicial
val iatioi" fixed h- . e Jaipole; was bin above the
~n.ehi varuntioh. -'r. Ja!pole was paia 700 nomida
fear so aa.viuistcr t.e Act, out was trying to defraud
tgt Ha of lie bonefir of it» Hr. Jei.ton complained to

the au,.ney tcno-ei I Xelcviid. August, lo, trllQrU

. WwWw.manaraa.ct
1iil Enmamm



113

out of 34 a-pealo to the Irish Land Commission in the
co.se ox tenant; c . lord fosse’'s estate, Parsonstown
only four were listed for hearing in Dublin, and after
etuese four had cone eight;/ miles to have- their cases
he- rd, the cases were put back to a future day. the
Commissioners di : not fix a time for hearing all the
cases on the estate so as to render the cost less
expensive to- toe tenant. After the passage of the
Is .d net the eour’ filled with tenants who had
brought -their cases into chart;., hr. Parnell saw a way
out of this confusion by insisting -1hi.t under the advice
of the iarid League, the tenants should wait until &
noffioer of test cases were tried in court and then submit/
their cases. Phe Purchase Clause of the Act failed
to 1if the tenant' to ourchAse their holdings because
th . ton-tuts could not furnish one-fourth of the purchase
nrice required.

ns the Purchase Clauses of the Land. Acts of
i.70 and 1S81 did not succeed in creating a peasant
oreyri ota-ry for Ireland”.,, Lord Ashbourne, the Chancellor
of Ireland, orey red notber Land Sill and presentee. it
to the house of --re&, -July 17, IcB-u. wuondicions in
Ir-.land were grew. Ln; worse. 26,000 sen were sent to

Ireland to keep pence there. Inis army cost 30u, 00

stands a your. WO spateir pf pbliein?: Ing;igma via; jig

Wwww.manaraa.c



one oi' economy. 'There vas a 'block in .the land market
oi' Ireland . [I'lie ;anded -Satatoo Court used, to sell land
at tne rate of 1,100,000 pounds but in 1680 the amount

ox land sold was only 180,000. The landlords complained

that their conditio,-: was made unbearable by .the land Acts

of 1870 and 1861. They were disappointed with the

Governmentls attitude toward them. The failure of the

purcnas e Clauses in tihe land Acte of 1870 and 1880 proved

beyond a doubt that thie only way to establish a peasant
proprietary in. Ireland was.to have the Government
11 pproprinte the entire purchase price to the tenants-.'
fills Act- of. 1881 appropriated 5,000,000 pound's to .be
.given by the Land Jam issioners to tenants who wished
to purchase their holdings. The tenant was at once
to be made the Owio of his holding. the State retained
pn.-e-fifth, of the la;idlard* s money, for @WMFrity until
the tenant- had:paid Ln a sum enoal to that amount. The
landlord was thon ivon tnh© rcmaining one-fifth ox the
cure. as.e price. This-Act brought little benefit to
Ireland because oi line lawlessness which existed there.
It was followed in 1686 by another land Act introduced
adstone - be i.vx. that unless home rule were
AVY land, ho lano Act wokid bring relief to Ireland

ton-'e Anno -ct wa. nols ej-assed.

Is giea'h the 7Si!0AIXfi0 itvol v &
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